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LONDON: FRIDAY, MAY 3, 1850. 


(GRATIS. 


ANNIVERSARY MEETINGS, | 


BIBLE TRANSLATION SOCIETY. 


The annual meeting of this society was held on 
Wednesday evening, April 24, at Park-street Chapel, 
Southwark. The chair was occupied by S. M. Peto, 
Esq., M. P.; and amongst the friends on the platform 
were observed the Revs. Drs. Steane, Acworth, Cox, 
Godwin, Hoby, and Messrs. Brock, Angus, IIay- 
croft, Thomas, Overbury, and Walters; G. T. 
Kemp, Esq., J. Callender, Esq., J. Shoard, Esq., 
G. Lowe, Esq., F. R. S., H. Kelsall, Esq., and T. 
Nicholson, Es. 

The proceedings having been opened by singing 
and prayer, 

The Cuatnman then said: If I were asked to point 
to any part of our history to which, beyond anything 
else, We might attribute the large amount of civil 
and religious liberty which we enjoy, I should reler 
to that period when the Bible was first tran-lated 
into our own tongue and made accessible to all the 

eople [hear, hear]. But for that we never should 
— become the great nation we are, or possess 
those inestimable privileges of which we are all 
partakers, and which it is impossible too highly to 
appreciate [applause]. I believe there never was a 
time when the efforts of this society were more 
needed than now. In every part of the habitable 
globe there were openings for its labours. On the 
right hand and the left, in every country, we see 
that no sooner are the Scriptures translated into 
their own language than the people are ready to 


receive them, and read them with avidity. ‘Lhe 
intercourse which commerce, as well as the 
labours of the missionaries, is raising up, is 


creating a desire for information, and a spirit 
of inquiry amongst those nations which have 
hitherto been sunk in the depths of ignorance and 
heathenism—which, if we do not satisfy, as Chris- 
tian men we are bound to do, the Scriptures of 
Truth will be taken advantage of by those who will | 
be too ready to supply the bane while we withhold 
the antidote [hear, hear]. If we turn our eyes to 
India we find ample reason to congratulate ourselves 
on what the society has accomplished in that ex- 
tensive field. ‘Three several versions of the Holy 
Scriptures there make known to 70,000,000 of 
eople the Word of Eternal Life in their own 
2 And those versions had, from time to 
time, received such emendations that we might now 
suppose them as nearly as possible perfect transla- 
tions [hear, hear]. It the missionary staff was dis- 
continued—which God forbid—the large number 
of Bibles which are now in circulation in that coun- 
try would give us good reason for believing, that the 
Christian Church would continue to floursh there 
notwithstanding, and the people would not be 
deprived altogether of the inestimable blessing of 
the Word of Life [{hear, hear]. In China the most 
ample opportunity exists for the propagation of the 
gospel, and the extension of the Redeemer’s king- 
dom. We are informed that the Emperor of that 
country has recently issued an edict permitting all 
his subjects to profess and practise whatever religion 
they may think best, without incurring any sucritice 
of 8 or liberty, or forfeiting their rights as 
citizens. If this be so, and the Chinese are now | 
Se to read the Holy Scriptures without mo- 
estation or hindrance, it becomes our duty imme- 
diately to seize tne favourable opportunity, and 
supply the want that is thus, by God's mercy, pre- 
sented to us [applause]. Dr. Gutzlaff, of whom I 
have had the opportunity of making inquiries as to 
the state of that interesting country, says, that he 
has issued twenty editions of the Scriptures in the | 
Chinese language — the last extending to 20,000 
copies—all of which were bought up within three 
weeks of their being printed; and not only were 
they purchased by the people belonging to the sea- 
ports, but by those who came to trade there from 
various parts of the interior; and he has every 
reason to believe that the copies of the Scriptures 
which he and his agents have sold are being disiri- 
buted throughout the whole of China hear, hear}. 
With such tacts before us we cannot but take 
courage, and, thanking God heartily for what has 
been done, pledge ourselves, with his help, to go 
forward and do more [cheers]. 
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11,000; 


The Rev. Dr. Steane then proceeded to read the 
Report. The document commenced with an ac- 
knowledgment to God for his great mercy in con- 
tinuing the Oriental translators in life during 
another year, and for the progress they had made ; 


and, describing that progress, says :— 


Mr. Leslie’s Hindi version finds readers among the 
large population dwelling along the shores of the Gan- 
ges, between Monghir and Benares; and he has added 
to his other duties that of superintending an extensive 


| reprint of the Gospels and the Acts in the Kaithi cha- 


racter. This edition is the same in all essential respects 


with that which was previously published in the Deva | 


Nagri character, but has nevertheless been considerably 
improved, 

Mr. Lewis has rendered valued aid both to Mr. Thomas 
and Mr. Wenger; to the former, in conducting through 
the press the Hindustani version—and to the latter, in 
revising the proofs of the Bengali—while the l'ersian 
New ‘lestament, or portions of it, have been either re- 
printed or preparcd for the press under his care. 


During the year there have been printed in Hindi, in | 


the Kaithi character, of the Gospels and Acts 1,500 
copies, and of the Acts alone 3,000; making together, 
4.500. In Hindustani (Arabic claracter) single Gos- 
pels, 21,500; in Persian, Gospel of Matthew, 3,000 ; in 
Bengali, Gospel of John, Acts, Luke and Acts, Gospels 
and Acts, and New Testament, 38,000; in Sanscrit, the 
Gospels of Luke, John, and Acts, 7,500; in all, 74,500. 
The issues from the depository during the year have 
amounted to 34,528 copies. The works now in progress 
(says Mr. Wenger) are Ist, in Hindi; the whole New 


| ‘Testament will be printed in Kaithi character—2nc, in 
| Ilindustani, the whole New Testament in the Arabic 


character, and another edition in the Roman character 
—d3rd, in Persian, the whole New Testament—tth, in 
Bengali, the whole New Testament —ö6th, in Sanecrit, 
the Old Testament, printed down to the Ist Kings vi. 38, 
and the revised New Testament, which has advanced 
nearly tothe endof Romans. Mr. Thomas gives the 
number of copies distributed from January 1847 to De 

cember 1849—in Bengali, New Testament Scriptures, 
Old, 16,000: together, 27,000. Ilindustani, 
New Testament Scriptures, 24.000. Hindi, Deb Nagree 
character, New Testament, 13,000; Kaithi character, 
New Testament, 16,500: equal to 29,500. Persian, 
Gospel of Matthew, 3,000. Sanscrit, New Testament, 
15,000; Old, 2,500: making, 17,500. 
191,000. 


The report then referred to some objections raised 


by the clergy of the Bishop's College against the 
Bengal translation—apparently inftuenced by ‘Trac- 
tarian views, but which Mr. Wenger had effectually 
answered—and continued — 


In reporting the proceedings of the society in 1848, it 
was stated that agrantof £150 had been voted in aid 
of an improved edition of Dr. Marshman’s Chinese 
version. Since that time the committee have had the 
gratification to receive a copy of the Gospel by St. Luke, 
and of the first six chapters of the Book of Genesis,trom 
the missionaries of the General Baptist Missionary So 
ciety, by whom this work is undertaken, accompanied 
with grateful acknowledgments for the assistance thus 
afforded. By the Oriental mail, which arrived yester- 
day, they are favoured with sume further particulars, 
which they lay at once before the society. “ The tollow- 
ing,“ says Mr. IIudson, in a letter dated Ningpo, Jan. 
11, 1850, ** is the amount of the number of copies printed, 
and the dates when published :— 


1818 —May. St. Luke’s Gospel........ 1,500 

1849—Jan. 5 St. John’s Gospel. 1.500 

„ July 10. Genesis, frsteix chapters 2.000 

„ Sep. 12. Acts of the Apostles.... 1,900 
6.300 


In a subsequent part of his letter, the writer says: “St. 
Matthew's Gospel is now printing, and will be out in a 
short time; St. Mark’s Gospel is also ready when Mat- 
thew is finished.“ ‘The letter concluded by bearing 
testimony to the value of Dr, Marshman’s Chinese ver- 
sion. The committee persuaded themselves that this 
intelligence, in reference to the biblical labours of their 
brethren, will be received with thanksgiving to God, and 
with the fervent prayer that they may be permitted by 
his graciour providence to complete the work they have 
thus begun. 

Towards the translation carrying on at Calcutta, the 
committee have had the happiness to be able to vote 


two separate Sums of £500, together with a third vote of | 


Grand total, | 


Ihe Rev. Caren Bint, in a brief and appropriate 
| speech, moved the first resolution, adopting the 
| report, and recognising with gratitude the goodness 
of God in the progress of the work, which was se- 
_conded by the Rev. T. Bu nbirr, of Saffron Walden. 


| The Rev. Dr. Cox moved the next resolution, 
acknowledging the hand of God in the efforts of the 
early Baptist missionaries to translate the Scrip- 
tures, and expressive of the conviction, that too 
much importance could not be attached to the 
| perfecting of the versions made by them. It 
spoke of the Baptist missionarics. And who were 
| the Baptist missionaries? In the prostituted pages 
| of our periodical literature, when these men were 
first named, they were only named as existing under 
the influence of different shades of lunacy [laughter]. 
That was precisely the language of the Edinburgh 
Review at that period. But it was not surprising 
that they were deemed insane by men of this world 
—men who could understand nothing of the prin- 
ciples which guided them—men who concluded that 
they could not do anything which they pretended to 
do. These individuals, so contemned and despised, 
after a time began to publish a grammar and then 
a dictionary of a language unknown in Europe. 
| They then began to excite attention and interest in 
the public mind. They proceeded in their course 
until the very publication which had denounced 
them as wild enthusiasts, turned round and said, 
They are the translators of languages; they are 
the communicators to the world of amazing dis- 
coveries of an etymological kind; they have been 
the means of communicating the truths of God to 
| distant nations, and their names will be written on 
| the pages of history, and handed down to future 
generations“ [hear, hear]. This was a remarkable 
day in connexion with this missionary undertaking. 
It was the jubilee day of the formation of the first 
Baptist Church at Serampore —[cheers]—and he 
called upon all present to return their devout thanks 
| to God for the establishment of that Church [hear]. 
| Were that station to be abandoned—were Serampore 
| annihilated to-morrow—were Calcutta to be destroyed 
| —this work would live, this principle would survive, 
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| and the effect produced by that first Christian Church 
would last for ever [cheers], 


The Rev. Joux Bil, from Nova Scotia, in se- 
| conding the resolution, called the attention of the 

meeting to some interesting and remarkable in- 

stances of the importance attached to the Word of 

Giod by the converted Indians, and their desire to 
communicate its blessing to their relatives and 
friends, ‘The providence of God was distinctly 
| marked in the course pursued by the parties en- 
gaged inthis Bible movement. There was something 
remarkably providential in the organization which 
had excited so much attention and interest in Eng- 
land and America, In the latter country especially, 
it had made a deep impression on men's minds. All 
that had yet been witnessed was merely the com- 
mencement of this great movement. In America, 
the Baptists did not organize until they were com- 
pelled to do so by the force of circumstances. ‘Those 
persons with whom they had worked in the Bible 
Society refused to aid them, unless their foreign 
translations corresponded entirely with the English 
version, They said, We cannot give such a trans- 
lation—we must translate the Scriptures according 
to our own convictions and views of the truth.” 


When aid was withheld it became necessary for the 


| Baptists to give their missionaries support, or leave 


them to sufler. 


| 


£200 specially in aid of Mr. Leslie’s version into the | 


Hindi. 


The receipts of the year in donations, collections, 
subscriptions, &c., have amounted to £1,474 12s. 1ld., 
to which they have to add the legacy of £200 from the 
late Mrs. Burls, less duty, and another legacy of £100 
due at Whitsuntide, from the late Mrs. Collins. 

In conclusion, the Cummittee recommend the support 
of the institution to the Churches of their own denomi- 
nation, and to all who pray that the Word of the Lord 
may have {ree course, 


Differences of opinion prevailed 
in the Baptist body, but it possessed sufficient 
religion, and faith, and energy, to form a glorious 
organization for the promotion of so glorious a work 
(hear, hear]. The funds of the American Society 
were somewhat in advance of the socicty whose 
claims were now under consideration. ‘The last 
report showed an income of some 40,000 dollars, 
or from £9,000 to £10,000 sterling. ‘That society 
was engaged in translating the Scriptures into the 
several languages of the East, extending them to 
France, Germany, and various other parts of the 
continent of Europe, going far into China, visiting 
the various islands of the sea. Its efforts were of 
immense importance in relation to home circulation, 
for in the course of 100 years it was supposed that 
notless than 300,000,000 human beings would be 
found in America speaking the English language 
hear, hear]. A strong feeling prevailed in that 
country as to the necessity of a new translation of 
the Scriptures in the English tongue, many errors 


~ 
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having crept into the 
might be removed by the intelligence of the present 
e. The question was, How shall the change be 
ected? Shall we leave the change in the h 
of our Pedobaptist brethren, or come out with a 
translation according to the conviction of our own 
consciences?” He believed the time was not far 
distant when a proposition would come from America 
to the British Baptists, with referenee to a new 
English translation, and he trusted they would be 
prepared to join heart and hand in 20 important a 
work hear, hear]. ; 
The resolution was then put and carried unani- 
mously. 
Tuomas Nicuo son, Esq., in moving the appoint- 
ment of the officers for the ensuing year, expressed 
his warm attachment to the Bibie Translation 
Society. 
G. Lowe, Esq., F. R. S., seconded the resolution, 
which was carried unanimously, and the proceedings 
terminated with praise and prayer. 


BAPTIST MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


MEMBERS’ MEBTING. 

On Tuesday morning, the 16th ult., at ten o'clock, 
the annual meeting of members of the Baptist Mis. 
sionary Society was held in the Library of the Bap- 
tiat Mission house, Moorgate-street. The attend- 
ance of ministers and laymen from the country was 
numerous; and the gallery, as well as the floor, was 
oceupied, in expectation of a debate on the motions 
notice of which was given last year by the Rev. J. 
P. Mursell and the Rev. E. S. Pryce, affecting the 
censtitution of the society. Mr. Phillips, of Melk- 
sham, occupied the chair. 

The Rev. W. Roxpinson, of Kettering, presented 
and read the Report of the committee appointed to 
examine into the property held by the society. It 
appeared that it was not encumbered with mortgage, 
but that the committee could not state its present 
value. They recommended that, so soon as the 
people at any mission station should be capable of 
taking care of the mission property, the society 
should devolve upon them the burden of trustee- 
ship; also, that in the model deed there should be 
inserted a provision against the society being ever 

laced under charter ; and that the mission-press at 
Jalcutta should be either disposed of, or placed upon 
a meviantens mercantile basis. The committee 
highly complimented the late Mr. Dyer and Mr. 
Angus on the excellent order in which they found 
the books, papers, &c., which passed under their 
review. 

The Report was referred to the committee for the 
adoption of such of the suggestions as might be 
found practicable and expedient. 

The Rev. J. P. Musst moved the resolution of 
which he had given notice last year, respecting the 
constitution of the society. It was to the effect, 
that, as the society existed for a religious object, it 
should have a religious organization. 

The Rev. T. F. Newman seconded the motion. 

Mr, Paros stated his own views of the way in 
which the resolution under consideration should be 
earried out. The law affecting membership, being 
founded upon a fixed amount of money contribution, 
deprived the society of any religious or * 
element. There was nothing to prevent a lurk or 
an infidel from being a member of the society. They 
intended to lay down this principle, that the affairs 
of a society having a religious object should be under 
the care of religious men only, and that this result 
should be arrived at by direct and not indirect means 
[hear]. He animadverted upon the restriction of 
membership to contributors of a minimum of 105. 6d., 
which disfranchised the great maj rity of the con- 
tributors. This was setting aside the New Testa- 
ment principle of every man contributing according 
to his ability, and substituting a totally unscriptural 
and irreligious principle. He then stated in detail 
the manner in which, if these pan were 
adopted, it was proposed by himself and his friends 
to apply them in the management of the society. 

Mr. T. Nicuotson, of Lydney, wished to ask, 
since the members of the society in future were to 
be persons of approved religious character, who were 
to be the 3 hear. ] 

The Rev. J. H. Hinton did not think it followed, 
from the fact that the society had a religious object, 
that it should therefore have a religious constitu- 
tion. A constitution could indeed be neither reli- 
gious norirreligious. If the resolution were carried, 

ey would be precluded from accepting any man’s 
money who was not a religious man. Nor would 
that difficulty be removed by the suggestion that the 
members should be religious. Mr. Mursell and Mr. 
Pryce differed in their representations of their own 
intentions. The representative principle was thrown 
overboard [No, no]. 

A lengthened discussion upon this subject took 
— in which Mr. Pewtress, Mr. T. Bignold, the 

v. J. Stock, Mr. Angus, the Rev. C. Stovel, Mr. 
W. H. Watson, Dr. Acworth, Dr. Godwin, and 
other gentlemen, took part. 

Mr. Trestrait, as Secretary, stated that there was 
great difference of opinion among the auxiliaries, as 
well as among individual friends of the society. 

Mr. Watson hoped that Mr. Pryce would yet 
withdraw his resolutions, which the meeting really 
had not had time to consider fully. He should 
move the previous question, unless the motion were 
withdrawn. 

Mr. Petro, M. P., entreated Mr. Pryce to accede to 
this request. He and his friends must feel that the 
meeting, composed so largely of pastors of churches, 
was against them. 

Mr. Pryce said he would have no objection to 
withdraw his motion, provided that any member of 


, 


, 


the society was disposed to move that it be an in- 
struction to the committee chosen to-day to consider 
during the coming you whether any beneficial 
change might be made in the constitution of the 
society. 

The Rev. G. H. Davis, of Bristol, declared his 
willingness to bring forward such a motion. The 
Rev. Dr. Cox concurred entirely in this proposal, 
and would most earnestly second it. 

Mr. Pryce withdrew his motion, and Mr. Watson 
his amendment; and the resolution of Mr. Davis 
was put and earried unanimously. 

The meeting then proceeded with the other 
business. 

PUBLIC MEETING, 


The aggregate Anniversary Meeting of the Baptist 
Missionary Society was held yesterday week in 
Exeter Hall—Alderman Callender, of Manchester, 
in the chair. On the platform, on either side of the 
chairman, the fullowing, amongst other members 
and friends of the institution, were in attendance :— 
S. M. Peto, Esq., M. P.; Henry Kelsall, Esq., of 
Rochdale; J. L. Phillips, Esq., of Melksham ; 
George Foster, Esq., of Sabden; Hon. and Rev. 
Baptist Noel, Drs. Steane, Hoby, Cox, and Acworth ; 
Revs. J. Sprigg, Soule, C. Birt, R. W. Overbury, 
Winter, Newman, Roff, 8. Green, Angus, J. II. 
Hinton, J. J. Brown, Joshua Russell, &. Ke. The 
Hall was well filled on the occasion, every seat being 
occupied. 

The meeting having joined in the 588th Hymn of 
the Selection, the Rev. Dr. Honx offered up an im- 
pressive prayer ; after which, 

The CuHatreMan opened the proceedings in a brief 
and appropriate address: I am sorry that, in coming 
before you for the first time at Exeter Hall, it be- 
comes a part of my duty to say that the funds of the 
institution are comparatively at a very low state—if 
we look to the importance of the work in which we 
are engaged, and the luud and pressing calls that are 
made upon us from every part of the world where 
your missionaries are labouring. We need to re- 
double and not slacken our efforts [hear, hear]. In 
India, in China, in the West Indies, in Western 
Africa, and wherever we have a missionary station, 
our efforts ought to be redoubled. We have now the 
machinery all in operation—we have it not now to 
establish for the first time—all we want is the funds 
to enable the missicn to be carried on as it should 
be, on a far larger scale than it has been hitherto, 
and, by God's blessing, with far greater success. 
There never was a time like the present, blessed be 
God for it! [hear, hear.] The work of conversion 
amongst the heathen never was so remarkable or 80 
successful as at this period, and we have this morn- 
ing, as on all former occasions, offered up our prayers, 
imploring His blessing to crown the labours of your 
faithful missionaries. He has heard that prayer, and 
will answer it in a manner, perhaps, beyond our ex- 
pectations, or even our hopes, Shall we, then, when 
God is thus working for us and answering our 
prayers, shall we now slacken our hand and with- 
hold the silver and the gold when they may be so 
protitably employed for the conversion of the heathen, 
who are every where perishing for lack of knowledge? 

It is a remarkable circumstance, that at this period 
there are two societies who are labouring in India, 
both of which are mach in want of missivnaries. I 
met lately with that excellent minister, Mr. Ander- 
son, of the Free Church of Scotland, who, with two 
brethren, has been labouring most successfully at 
Madras, but who is now in this country on account 
of the state of his health; he has stated to me and 
others that he had, during a residence of several 
months in Scotland, looked round throughout all 
their churches to see if he could find any young men 
who were qualified and suitable for the work, to go 
out to recruit the missionary stations in India; ani 
though he had preached and talked to them, he had 
been unable to find a single individual who was 
suitable and willing to go, although a kind friend 
had offered to furnish the means to the extent of 
£300 a year for tive years, if any one would under- 
take to go out wita Mr. Anderson, who says that, 
as far as his experience goes, he sees no immediate 
prospect of obtaining the help required. He also 
stated, that the Church Missionary Society were in 
the same position—that they wanted suitable evan- 
gelical men to recruit their stations, but could not 
find them. Yet, while this is the case with these 
societies, it is remarkable that our society has been 
obliged to refuse the application of seven individuals, 
every way qualified, but whom we cannot send out 
for want of funds to support them. his is a state 
of things which I think ought to be made known ; 
and, if made known among tue churches of other 
denominations as well as our own [hear, hear]—for 
we have many kind friends and supporters among 
the churches of other denominations—I am per- 
suaded we shall receive the funds which we require 
{applause}. After some further remarks, the Chair- 
man called upon Mr. Trestrail to read the Report. 

The Secretary then read the Report: — 


, d by the 
Tue Freep or Lanovr.—The’ missionaries susteined by th 

Society labour in Asie, on the Western coast a | * 
France, and in the islands of the Western Sea. 938 ey 
encounter three t forms of religious error, most 
powerful and extensive of all systems © — ry Ay 
and Mohammedani-m in India, Baddhiem ia Ceylon, In de- 
graded and enslaved Africa, Fetishism, with its — o desen 
the heart against the truth of God among the native — „the 
leubus, Duallaa, and Fernendiaus. Id ali, — — » and 
Brittany, the perverted Christiani“) of the Church 0 a me — 
the prevailing belle of the people, mingled iu the * rst with 
the superstittons and fearfully leeatious rites — Aulcau 
Odbeiahlem and serpent wor-hip — while in India, the practices 
of Rome are, to come extent, con ot med to many of the usages 
ofthe heathen. In Ceylon, part of Lacia, and the ro * 
additional hindrance te the progress of the — — 1 — 
the presence and active «xertions of some the « — the 
Church of England, whose exc usive claims ef aposto leity and 
a-sertion of the ¢fficacy of the sacraments for calvat on, carries 
the strifes and sectarianism of our native land to restlos Dut at 
the best imperfect!'y imbued with Christian truth. At about 
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one hundred and ninety-four stations and stub-stations, the 
gorpel of Christ Jesus is regularly preached to many thousands 

y the missionary brethren from week to week, while their 
itinerant labours extend to many hundreds of villages 
and towne, and the message of God is daily proclaimed to 
thousands more at fairs and a: markets, by the road-side and at 
the nightly resting-place. 

Tue |apourrers.—The service of Christ is carried on in this 
extensive field by forty-eight brethren, with their wives, and 
nine fema'es engaged in the special department of education. 
It has been, however, one of the blessed results of their toil, 
that from the midst of the converts there have been raised up, 
by the grace of God, not less than 120 natives of the different 
lands where oe mass Das been proclaimed by cur brethren, to 
aid them in the further extension of the Redeemer’s kingdom. 
About 180 other Christian brethren grateitously devote more er 


less of their time in makinz known the ansearch«bie riches of 


Christ. To these must be added thirty or more schoolima: ters, 
in order to embrace ia a brief view the whole of the Christian 
agency employed or set in motion by the society. The past 
year has witnessed several important in this depart. 
meut. Two highly valued brethren rest from their labours, 
having fallen asleep in Jesus. Mr. Davies, of Ceylon, after five 
years only of successful toil, and Mr. Merrick, of Western 
Africa, after nine years of devoted service, are no more to be 
numbered among the missionary band. Sickness has borne 
heavily on the energies of others, and driven them to fairer 
climes, Captain ond hire. Milbourne have returned to Jamaica, 
and Mr. and Mre.Yarnold have relinquished the work ia Africa, 
And as we write, two other highly esteemed and useful mis- 
‘ionaries—the brethren Makepeace, of Saugor, and Dawaon, of 
Ceylon, overpowered by disease, are on their passage home. 
Motives of economy, combined with the reduction in the num- 
ber of the brethren labouring in Afriea, and the increasing 
means of communication between the various parts of the coast, 
have led to the recall of the missionary 1 “Dove.” The cir- 
cumstances connected with the mission in Centre] America, and 
the apparent hopelessness of obtaining fur the gospel an entrance 
into Yucatan, conjoined aleo with the necessity of retrenchment, 
have decided the commitree to withdraw from that part of its 
field. Mr. Kingdon’s connexion with the society will cease 
during the present year. Painful as are many of these chenges, 
yet are they under the controlling power of Him who is Head 
over all things for his Charch, 

Their Lapours.—The labours of the missionaries may be 
divided into three chief departments—1. Translations; 2. 
Evangelization ; 3. Education. 

I. TRANSLATION.—In translations, the precedence must be 
given to the trans‘erence of the Word of God into the lan 
which are spoken by the people among whom the brethren 
labour. Although no new language has this year been under- 
taken, much progress has been made in several versions, and 
copies of portions of the Divine testimony have in large nam- 
bers left the press. In Hindi, for the use of the population on 
the Ganges between Monghir and B nares, 4,500 copies of the 
Gospels and Acts have been printed. In Hindustani, for the 
use of Mohammedanse, in Persien and Bengali, 62,5% Gospels, 
Acts, or perfect Testaments have been finisned, chiefly under 
the supervision of Mr. Lewis. And in Senserit, under brother 
Wenger's care, 7,500 copies of portions of the New Testament 
have appeared. Other large editions are in progrese, especially 
of the Old Testament in Bengali and in Sanscrit by Mr. Wen- 

er. The Bengali Testament, the work of Carey, Yates, and 

enger, is pa-sing under a new ordeal: but has been triam- 
phantly vindicated by the lest-meutioned brother from the 
charge of heresy made by the clergy of Bishop's College in 
Calcutta. The total number of copies printed during the past 
year is 74,500; the number distributed, upwards of 5),000. In 
Central America, Mr. Kingdon has been diligently employed ia 
revising and perfecting his version of the Gospels and Acts ia 
Maya. In Western Africa, besides the translation of the Guspels 
and Acts in Isubu, made by Mr. Merrick, and noticed last year, 
a commencement has been made by Mr. Saker in the trans 
tion of the Scriptures into the Dualla, the language of the 
natives of the Cameroons; and in France our brother, Mr. Jen- 
kine, is preparing another edition of the New Testament in 
the Breton tongue. But the labours of your miseionaries have 
not been confined to the Seriptures. In Brittany aad in Trin 
dad, our brethren Jenkine and Law have been a ike engaged ia 
printing and eirculating tracts on the chief errors of Rome; 
and in both cases have succeeded in arousing much inquiry 
and attention. The first volume of Barth’s Bible ~tories in 
Breton is aleo just ready forthe press. Mr. Thompson, of 
Deli, oo, has published large numbers of trae s on the ab- 
surdities and guilt of Hit doo idolatry, In these cases our 
brethren have been aided with liberal grants of paper by the 
Religious Tract Society. And, finally, at the time of his 
lamented decease, our brother Merrick had proceeded about 
half wey in printing a vocabulary of the Isubu tongue, avd had 
also completed a small collection of symne in that language. 

2. EVANGELIZATION.— Every opportunity seized by the mis- 
ei naries and their companions in labour, the native preachers 
and catechista, to extend the kaowledge of the giad tidings of 
God's love to man. Beside the usual services of the sanctuary, 
poriions of each diy are spent in calling the at entten of every 
class to the truths of salvation. Wile excursions are made in 
the neig\bourhood of the rtations, and the reed is sown with a 
liberal hand. As the result of these self-denying labours, and 


the Divine blessing resting u on (hem, there are under the pas- 


toral care of the brethren, and of the mwative converts eberen to 
the pastorate, one hundred and eigat Christi a churches—ouveces 
of spiritual lite in the midst of deserts and death. There are at 
pre-eat in fellowship in India and Ceylon, 1,967 persons; in 
Africa and te West Indies, 3,007; making in «li nearly 5,000 
professed disciples of Chri-t, ana about 350 reeking admieston 
into the fold excia-ive of Jamuica. The clear increase during 
the year has been 188. The most flourishing of the mission 
churches are to be found in Bengal and the B. Hama lande, In 
these pl.ces the largest additions have been made, aud the prus- 
pects .rée most promising and hopeful. In others, dievoursge- 
ments have been predominant: the work of God has Deen 
stayed, sometimes by filiction, at others by the outbreak of 
human pa+rione, or by the hostility of enemies to the eros of 
Christ. As the varieties of it on which the seed has feilen, so 
has been the harte-t to reward the busbandman. The future 
prospects of evangelization in Ind‘a are, however, rendered 
more bright than before by the long. delayed dee aration, re- 
cently issued in the form of a draft of an Act by the East India 
Government, that so native of India, on changing his fai 
shall hence/or ward be subject to the penalties, ounfiscations, 

the disruption of every social tie, which conversiom bas until 
now Grawn in its train [loud applause). It ie the Magne Charta 
of India on liberty of conscience. 


3. Epucation.—The training of young men of native origin 
for the ministry has not, to the commiktee’s regret, proceeded 
80 favourably in every case as they could wish. The adverse 
influences alluded te in last year’s report as in operation in 
Canada, have led to the closirg of the college of Montreul, and 
the resignation of the tutor’s effice, by their respected and 
esteemed brother, Dr. Cramp; acd, from present appearances, 
there does not appear much probability of its revival. 
institation at Calabar, Jamaica, must be regurded as 
succesful. During the year the committee have been e 
in amxious deliberation om an offer made by Jonn Marsnman, 
E-q., re pecting Serampore College. At present the whole 
matter is under conrideration. 

In reviewing the course of the year, there is one reflection 
the committee would urge upon the members of the society. 
God has continued to bless his servants, to that there hus been 
no diminution, but an inerease, in the spiritual results of m 
sionary toil. For if some portious of the vineyurd are not 60 
productive as might do wished, the fruit in others has been 
sufficiently abundant to remove discouravement or fear. Yet 
ihe strength of the mission bas been decuning, In vo case ate 
the labourers equal to the toil d munded ot then, Western 
Atr en has lest one after another of ite most energetic evun- 
eltste. They are reduced to the lowest. possible number to 
hold the ground that had been occupies. In Ceylon, where 
three missionaries were not enough tor the service af thirty- 
five stations and the oversight of four hundred aod fifly men- 
drs of ouurches, one Only is le't—and must we not say, vo sunk 
under the accumulated responsibility aud toil? In ludia, with 
one or two exXcepiions, every +t tion needs additional ald ; some 
places have ulready been abandoved for want cf 1 Large 
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be taken to their rest, as in the course of 


nature ust speed the committee are unable to 
wapry 7 athers are overwhelmed with care ant 
quatety ‘intiesed by the scarcity of help. Brethren, we are 
Graitened im ourselves. It is ker, in out own hearts, in the 


of Christ ia this land, we may find the remedy. A 
erous and self. denying spirit must actuste the dis. 
Christ, antl wur committee will not then have the deep 
and pain to turn a deaf ear to the loud cry ever reaching 
om heathen lande, and from the weary and worn brethren 
our in the: Come over ani help ue.“ 


HOME PROCEEDINGS. 7 

This section of the Report commenced by referring 
to the resignation of the late Secretary, the Rev. 
Joseph Angus; and in consequence of the official 
vacancy thus created, the election of the Rev. F. 
Trestrail and Mr. E. B. Underhill to be joint- 
Secretaries. The arrangement thus made had en- 
abled the committee to effect a reduction in the 
amount of travelling agency previously employed. 
The report next referred to the state of the society's 


funds, as follows :— 


The committes commenced the financial year wha debt of 
„ not including in that sum the balance of 
41,5 414, 1d., owing on the special grant o Jamaica, They 
are happy to state that this debt has not been ſnerewed. The 
income has exceeded the expenditure by £144 2% 10d.; a result 
which is owing to a liberal donation of £200 by the senior 
treasurer, just previous to the closing of the acc mn's. 

But in order to keep the expenditare within the income, | irze 
reductions have been mide In India alone the expenditure 
has been reduerd by £2 625, in Ceylon by nearly £200, in Africa 
by nearly £1,00%, in incidental and casual expenses about £150. 
Im other reanccta the expenditure has been about the sane as 
last yeir. With regard to the receipts, the Fund ‘or General 
Purpores has improved by £860; arising part'y from enlarged 
contribations by the auxiliaries, and partly from the amount of 
legacies received. There has also been an increase of nearly 
£100 for translations. On the other hand, the reoripts for the 
gale of the various publications issued by the solely have fallen 
off more than £150. The total receip’s for al. vuronses, in- 
cluding £359 2s. 64. towards the debt have been £19 776 18. Id. 

It ia therefore evident, after all the reductions that h ive deen 
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found a people clothed in beautiful vestments, but 
offensive in their habits, ridiculously polite, and, 
again, most insulting and overbearing—a 
— over a country larger than the whole of 
urope, and yet governed by a patriarchal form 
of Government! and passing on generation 
to generation without any popular tumult, all 
bowing down wich the most implicit obe- 
dience to the commands of their imperial 
father, They found the people in many parts 
highly civilized, and in others most barbarous, 
the makers of fabrics which our manufacturers in 
vain attempt to imitate; and while there was with 
them a prevalence of education, and institutions 
which displayed consummate skill, and high powets 
of adaptation of government, they found them de- 
seending to the most silly and ridiculous practices, 
and protoundly ignorant of everything beyond their 
own empire. In the southern part of the empire he 
had seen the bodies of infants floating in the river, 
and had heard infanticide defended. Further north 
there was no trace of this horrible practice, but on 
the contrary he found there foundling hospitals, 
where orphan children were eduvated, clothed, and 
supported by the voluntary contributions of the 
people. In some cases he hal seen the poor left to 
die unnoticed and uncared for; in others, public 
halls were established, where provisions were served 
out, and their wants were attended to. So numerous 
were the contradictions and anomalies in the Chinese 
people, that it was difficult to give any inteliigible 
account of them. But he would try. They had 
been accustomed to think and speak of China as 
though it were one comparatively small country, like 
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mnie, that nothing short of an income of £20 000 will suflice to | 


maintain the society in its present position. If the income falls 
below this amount there will be either an increase of deb’, or a 
further reduction in the number of your misrionsries, both 
Burovran and native, or the entire abandonment of one or more 
departmente of the Missimn, Your committee are de'ermined, 
as far as they can evoid it, that the debt shall not be increa-ed ; 
but to diminish the number of missionaries by recalling Eurc- 
peanes would be no eaving for one year at least, «hile it would 
cripp'e, if not destroy the mission where they laboured, and to 
abanden any field the committee are reluctant. Butone or the 
other o' these alternatives must be adopted unless the chtrches 
are prenared for move enlarged and systematic Ho- ts 
The effect which the resolutions of the committee in — to 
reduction of expenditure bas had on the minds of the mission- 
aries, has been seen in their communications published in the 
Herald These communications are distressing. Very many 
of the churches have sympathized deeply with their brethren 
who are toiliag in the field. Most urgent have been the requests 
from various quarters not to proceed any further, and some have 
proved the reality of their 3 by sending up increa-ed 
contributions. India, Africa, Havti, Trinidad, and the Bahamas, 
the east and the west, all loudly call for additional aid—a cal! 
rendered the more painfully interesting by the brightening 
prospects of the miesion in those fielde—and shall it be in vain? 
What. then, remsins to the friends of the society? A more 
just appreciation of the claims which the love of Christ and the 
souls of men have upon them—a holy and fervent zeal in the 
cause of God—and ever; where, throughout the whole denomi- 
mation, increased and systematic organization for the gathering 
into the treasury of the Lord the gifts of his people. While we 
hope there is a growing interest in the eause, a spirit of prayer 
springing up all around, there must yet be a more combined 
effort, more unity of action, more individual effort, more loca! 
zeal. less dependeace on the executive, and more of aconscious- 
ners in pastors, deacons, and members of our churches, that the 
work is their own, and that each and all should engage in it; 
and, above all, a simple but earnest reliance on God, who, in his 
divine promises, invites us to place entire truet in Him, and 
who will, if we eek it in earnest prayer, pour out the spirit of 
wisdom and liberality on the churches at home, refresh and 
ladden the hearts of missionaries abroad, and abundantly bless 
eir «ff rts in turning the perishing multitudes of the heathen 
from darkness to light. 


S. M. Pero, Esq., M. P., after expressing his 
regret that the long-tried friend of the society, Mr. 
Gurney, was prevented, by continued indisposition, 
from being present, proceeded to read the Treasurer's 
account for the past year, the result of which showed 
a total of receipts amounting to £19,736, and of ex- 
222 419.632; the balance against the society 
being now £5,857 against £6,501 at the opening of 
the year. He also wished to observe, for the in- 
formation of the meeting, that the total payments of 
the society, for the general purposes of the society, 
during the last year, was more than £4,000 less than 
it hed been during the preceding year; and with 
regard to their being £130 less in debt than at the 
last anniversary, that result was owing entirely to 
the committee having, in various parts of the 
mission, made deductions to the extent of more 
than £4,000. 

The Rev. W. Warruns, of Preston, moved the first 
resolution, which was as followe:— 

That this meeting, viewing the trials and difficulties incident 
to ali efforts te exteud the gespel in heathen lande, is deeply 
imp essed with a sense of the dependence of Missionary Insti- 
tutions for their existence and success on the great Head of the 
Church, and it would therefore devoutly acknowledge his 
good vers in sustaining this s ciety through another year. 

The Rev. W. Faresrornen (miesionar 
China, and a deputation from the London 
ary Society), next addressed the meeting. It was 
his intention, as briefly as he could, to give the 
meeting some information with regard to the Chinese 
Mission ; for unless those who had been personally 
engaged in it entered into the subject, he believed 
the congregations and churches at home could 
scarcely understand the toils and the dangers to 
which the missionaries were exposed. He had not 
to speak of some tiny island, with a population of 
8,000 or 4,000, or of some wild, wandering tribes 
Where the missionaries had to travel for miles to 
look for the people, but of a great empire, covering 
— —4 om sg he believed, than the whole of Eu- 

» and containing a population of near 
400,000,000. But when he spoke of China, — 
tremulousness always came 
contradictions and 


from 
resion- 


so many anomalies had been 
— ‘to the character of the Chinese people, 
the trembled when he was called upon to give 


some account of them, within the space of some 


England or France, composed of one people ; whereas 
it was composed of sixteen or seventeen different 
nations, all living under one patriarchal form of 
governmert. That they had hai so many and con- 
tradictory accounts of China was in consequence of 
those who gave them having visited different, and 
each only one, portion of the country. The Chinese 
had been represented as an unchangeable people. 
What could be more absurd than to suppose that 
thousands of men could reach a certain point 
and then stand still? China had had her 
changes as well as other countries (hear, hear]. 
She had had her periods of Augustan excellence 
and medieval ignorance—she was now undergoing 
great changes, and it was more than probable that at 
no distant period that vast empire would crum- 
ble to pieces. Benevolent institutions had been 
known in China fer centuries. When he was 
last at Shang-hai he visited a foundling hospital, the 
report of which he now possessed. It was a singular 
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over him, for so many 


aud interesting document. The first eight or ten 
pages contained a history of the institution, by which 
it seemed that it had been founded originally by a 
rich merchant, about 140 years ago, but the endow- 
ment not being sufficient to meet the expenditure, 
an appeal was made annually to the public for its 
support. Then came the rules; the number of in- 
mates; and next, the appeal to the public, in which 
the managers say., Let all act from benevolent mo. 
tives—let there be no compulsion.“ Then came an 
account of the receipts and disbursements; a list of 
subscribers under the head of ** Avcount of the good 
and faithful who joyfully subscribe;” and then, un- 
like many of the societies here, there was a balance 
shown in its favour [hear, hear]. On one occasion, 
he went with Dr. Lockhart into a large building in 
one of the streets of Shang-hai, which, on inquiry, 
they were told was the Hall of the Imperial Humane 
Society for the Recovery of Drowning Persons; and 
in one room they were shown a great black board, 
on which were inscribed the names of several 
persons who had been rescued from the river. 
In another was a number of couches, or beds, 
to which the rescued persons were taken, in 
order that suspended animation might be restored. 
And in another were a number of cotfine, and they 
were told that when persons who were drowned 
were not claimed within twelve hours, they were 
buried at the expense of the institution. There 
were, also, halls of universal benevolence, and no 
sooner had the mission established their medical hos- 
pital than the rumour ot it reached a great city in the 
interior containing 3,000 000 of people, and in a short 
time the benevolent men of the city Luchow-foo 
established a similar hospital; and in à parcel of 
books which he had reecived from China about a 
month or six weeks ago, he found the first report of 
the hospital. The Chinese were not to be spoken of 
as savages just emerging from barbarism. They 
possessed institutions which we thought the boast 
of our own country, and our own age. The inquiry 
arose, how long these institutions had been in exist- 
eace, and what was their origin? Some persons 
ascribed them to the Jesuit missionaries. But the 
missionaries had nothing to do with them. A native 
writer traced their foundling hospitals back to 1,137 
years before Ohrist. He (Mr. Farebrother) believed 
they had existed from the patriarchal times—that 
they sprung up in remote antiquity—that although 
heathenism had extinguished them in every other 
country, it had failed to do so in China [hear]. 
China claimed a higher antiquity than any other ex- 
isting nation, and that claim must be considered. 
They divided their chronology into three periods— 
the certain, the probable, and the doubtful. ‘The 
certain went back to the time of the Deluge— 
the probable to the time when, according to the 
Mosaic record, Adam was piaced on the earth— 
the doubtful, which they did not believe, 
went back thousands of years, and was a mere 
fable. It was clear, beyond a doubt, that after 
the Deluge a body of men crossed the sterile plains 
of Asia, and found that deep rich elluviem where they 
commenced those works which had been the wonder 
of all ages. That emigration took place before the 


half or three-quarters of an hour. In China, they | 


alphabetical mode of writing was discovered, and 
they proceeded to form characters, which went om 
increasing until their language contained not less 
than 60,000 eharactera. The number of elemen 
characters wes abont 214, the majority of which were 
pictures of visible objects—the character for a mam 
representing the spectacie of a man, the character 
for a door resembling a door, and the character for 
rice representing a heap of rice. They represented 
happiness by putting two simple characters together 
—the character for mouth and the character for a 
heap of rice, being of opinion that if a man had 
plenty of rice to eat, he ought to deem himself 
happy [a laugh]. Sorrow was represented by the 
character for boy, and the character for door; be- 
cause the first time a boy turns his back upon his 
father’s gate, he knows what sorrow is. No nation 
has retained so long, and in such purity, the know- 
ledge of the true Gord as the Chinese, for idolatry 
did not prevail in China until about two centuries 
before the Christian era. Such was the country 
which had been undertaken as the field of mission- 
a |hear, hear]. All was not sunshine és 
the life of a missionary. On his e to 
Kong, the vessel took fire, and 4 cae ae 
tunately picked up by another vessel, and arrived én 
safety atthe place of their destination. If ever he 
felt the value of the Holy Scriptures, it was in the 
midst of the danger, when he called to mind the 
words, „Lo! I am with you to the end of the 
world“ [cheers]. . 

The Kev. J. J. Brown, of Reading, moved the 
second resolution, in a speech of great power, whieh 
elicited much applause from the meeting. We regvet 
that we have not space to report it. The result was 
as follows :— 

That, while deploring the losses which thie Society his sus- 
tained in the death of ibeir valued and honoured or-thren, the 
Rev. J. Davies and the Rev. Joseph Merri k, and the r- moval 
by sickness of others from their ephere of labour, this meeting 
would humbly hope that such events may lead to more earvest 
prayer to God. for the abundant ou'pruriog of the Holy Spirit 
on those remaining in the fleld; and that by a more devout and 
self-renying consecration of themselves to God, bis peopbe in 
connexion with every Evangelical Missionary Society may, 
their liberality, not only supply the places thus r 
— but lead to the wider anpouncement of the gospel of 
salvation, 

The resolution was seconded by the Rev. J. F. 
Newman, of Shortwood. 

The Kev. J. Wenn, of Ipswich, engaged in prayar. 

J. L. Puttazirs, Esg., of Melksham, moved: 

That the spiritual destitution which, to so large an extent, 
prevails over the world, coupled with the painful fact, that many 
Offers to this society for mieston service have, during the past 
year, been decliacd, from inadequacy of fund-, ought to arouse 
the churches connected with it to holy and patient effort, that 
in the coming year the Committee may be enabled to send bey 
to missionaries bending beneath the weight of lebourand years, 
and te carry to the fawishing beathen that bread of life whath 
cometh down from heaven. 

He said he would not yield to any man in his at- 
tachment to the cause of Christian missions, and he 
expressed his conviction that a great work had to be 
done at home. They must join in their social 
prayers, and hold private communion also with 
their Heavenly Father, for his blessing to rest 
his servants; and then, as God had blessed them, 
give of their property to carry out the missionary 
enterprise. It must be a personal thing; they must 
not deal in generalities, but look into their own 
breasts, and ask what God would have them indi- 
vidually to do. In that way a noble example would 
be set to the country at large: the vacant mission 
stations would be epeedily supplied, and each of 
them would realize the truth of that scripture, 
**Them that honour God, God will honour.“ 

The Hon, and Rev. Bartist W. Nog. seconded 
the motion, which called upon them, he said, to re- 
cognise the fact of the fearful destitution of a large 
part of the world with respect to spiritual knowledge 
and Christian privileges. That destitution ex pressed 
more than at first met the ear and struck upon the 
mind. It expressed the dreadful moral evils which 
had to be combated by those engaged in the good 
work of Christian missions. The more those evils 
were contemplated by any intelligent and humane 
person, not to speak of those who were possessed of 
faith, the more it must be seen to be a righteous and 
benevolent attempt to try and mitigate them. 
Wherever there existed spiritual destitution, invol- 
ving as it did great moral mischiels, it ought to be 
seriously encountered by those who had been vo- 
deemed themselves, and who hoped to be the pos- 
sessors of an inlLeritance above [cheers]. He would 
not exaggerate the objects of their meeting that day, 
because he considered that whatever were thes 
value, they had an earlier duty to discharge to their 
own native country. How weil it would be if 
could see every village in this country, where 
had no reason to think the gospel was faithfully 
preached, visited by some faithtul disciple of the 
Ktedeemer to proclaim the truth in love. It should 
seem not to be a difficult task in this day, in which 
there were many thousands of Christians who hed 
some leisure ability, so to organize Home Mis- 
sions as to increase the efficiency of their pastors. It 
should seem not to be difficult that throughout those 
villages, and with respect to the artivans and me- 
chanics of our cities and large towns, who were now 
untaught in the truths of the gospel, the message of 
mercy should be made known tothem. He should, 
however, most deeply regret any diminution of the 
labours of that society on the continent of Europe. 
He t they should rather augment those 
labours from to year. Those great nations, 
which, like England, were centres of influence, if 
once evangelized, would carry the gospel to earth's 
remotest boundaries, and ought not to be neglected 
if they had the power to attend to them [hear]. Nor 
did he think that any intelligent friend of the society 
would regret the very moderate share of attention 
which the directors had given to the coionies, It 
was a small item in the expenditure, and was wal 
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bestowed, especially when it was known that those 
who were evangelists among our settlers—in the 
Canadas, for instance, where poe were so much 
wanted—were added to those y inthe work. But 
the field of labour to which he wished to direct atten- 
tion was that which this society had always selected 
and cherished with peculiar affection, and it was 
well worthy of the place it occupied in their regard. 
To l. im it appeared that the efforts of Christian men 
were more demanded for India than perhaps for any 
other part of the heathen world. But while he said 
that, he was not insensible to that vast field of labour 
to which Mr. Farebrother had directed their regard. 
China, with its innumerable millions—its advanced 
civilization—its capability of reading, and the facili- 
ties afforded, now that the edict of the Emperor 
permitted Christianity to be preached legally 
throughout the entire empire, together with the fact, 
that their —— prevailing religion or superstition 
—the Buddhist—had been almost exclusively the 
result of the circulation of books, did call upon them 
loudly to direct attention to that great field of effort 
8 But India was a part of the British empire. 
e Hincoos were our fellow-subjects, too long 
associated with us in many respects not to have re- 
ceived a little fostering care with respect to religion. 
The Hindoos were the slaves of the most compli- 
cated superstition the world had ever seen, and a 
superstition that had degraded them. Their gods 
were monsters; their books were legends of im- 
purity; their priests were their leaders in all ini- 
quity ; caste was a diabolical chain, holding them in 
servitude, inertness of mind, and foul superstition ; 
and in that conntry, now so long under the British 
Crown, what had this nation done, as a nation, to 
bring the inhabitants to a purer faith, or to better 
morals? They knew, as well as we did, that we 
were a nation unrivalled in war, they had heard the 
achievements of our army from Calcutta to Cabool, 
they knew the thunder of our cannon, they knew 
that we beat them in every treaty, that we were as 
clever in negotiations as we were bold in war, and 
that we were superior to them in arts, as well as in 
arms. But, what have we done to make them 
know that we love the Redeemer, that we were the 
heirs of heaven, and anxious for the salvation of 
souls? [hear.] Very few of the great men of India 
had been distinguished by a regard for the gospel of 
Christ. He was not an advocate for the extension 
of the gospel to that country by grants of public 
money; but, at the same time, it must be legiti- 
mate matter of deep regret, that many eminent 
men, both civilians and military, who had orna- 
ments to England by their talents and civic virtues, 
had left no record of anything they did for the 
gospel of Christ, in a land to which they owed 
their fame and their fortunes [hear]. It was deeply 
to be deplored that, up to this day, if the super- 
stition of India was impenetrable, we must attribute 
the fact to the want of our own zeal, and the laxity 
of our own efforts [cheers]. Under these circum- 
stances, if the missionaries could report no success, 
if no conversions had taken place, if their enterprise 
seemed hopeless, if the difficulties with which they 
had to contend were insurmountable, and if nothing 
but disaster and defeat had attended their exertions 
year after year, he inclined to think that there 
was no one in the present assembly—he was almost 
sure that there was not one on the platform who 
would not say, Let them labour on, if it is only 
to testify to our Indian fellow-subjects that we are 
the servants of Jesus Christ“ [loud cheers]. There 
were many things that now tended to aid the efforts 
of the missionaries there. The Hindoo, he imagined, 
was unable to protect himself against the influence 
of the prestige of British greatness. When he con- 
trasted England with his own country, he found us 
superior in intellect, in energy, in power, in civiliza- 
tion, in morals, in humanity, in social comforts, in 
domestic happiness,—superior in all. And it was 
almost impossible that an intelligent Brahmin should 
not feel a disposition to question whether the religion 
which had produced such virtues must not be the 
true one,—whether his own, which had involved 
the natives in such moral degradation, might not 
after all be false [hear]. There were many things, 
also, tending with irresistible power to lessen that 
caste which had wound round their souls like a 
chain. Every Sepoy in the army almost necessarily 
lost caste. 4 man among them who paid any 
attention to ecience, necessarily renounced the pre- 
judices of caste. Besides the common comforts of 
civilized society were tending in the same direction. 
An Indian friend had informed him that one article 
of European luxury was doing more in reality to 
overturn Idolatry than all our missionaries, and that 
was Indian pale ale — hter]. Its use was 
absolutely prohibited by t 22 but they would 
indulge in it— fashion was more powerful than super - 
stition, and each one who indulged in it in secret — 
or in any other similar European enjoyment became 
afraid of the loss of caste, and must necessarily 
become an enemy to the institution which he 
dreaded. Thus civilization was tending to under- 
mine the superstitions of the land. 15 therefore, 
in this crisis of its history, the missionaries were 
enabled, by their numbers, their intelligence, and 
their zeal, to bring the truths of the gospel to bear 
upon their minds, much yet might be hoped for 
from India. There were various other collateral 
circumstances which materially aided the mission 
cause in that land at the present time. Amongst 
these he named the Act of the East India 
Government, which provided that no native, on 
changing his faith, should henceforth be subject 
to the penalties which have hitherto attended 
it, and the efforts of their brethren of other deno- 
minations, —— eae to the earnest desire 
of the Bishops of Madras and Bombay, and the 
Metropolitan in Calcutta, to see the gospel of Christ 


| there. His object in bringing these 
subjects forward was, to urge the meeting to con- 
sider whether it was not a serious duty imposed 
upon them by the Great Head of the Church, sys- 
tematically and perseveringly to support the brethren 
in that portion of the work of God [hear]. Could 
it be for the glory of their Lord that these two 
nations should be attached together like a living 
body and a dead one, and that this corrupt mass 
should still putrefy and rot, year after year, while 
in conjunction with the most enlightened and in- 
telligent nation under heaven—a nation to whom 
He has given such signal advantages, temporal as 
well as spiritual? {cheers.] He urged, therefore, 
upon the meeting, and especially upon his brethren 
on the platform, that they should bring, systemati- 
cally and periodically, before their respective 
churches, the claims of their brethren in British 
India. It was an arduous work in which they were 
engaged; and, while he did not forget that there 
were other, and, perhaps, larger claims at home, 
and that many of their churches were poor, yet he 
thought it was not too much to expect from the 900 
combined in that good work, that they should tell 
the directors that they should have a sum at least 
somewhat advancing year by year to meet this 
urgent necessity (hear. India would de the Re- 
deemer’s some day, and, probably, soon its super- 
stitions would be removed. If India were converted, 
and were to send forth its missionaries to Persia, 
Thibet, China, and the islands of the Asiatic Sea, 
would it be a consolation to the churches at home 
to think that other hands had laboured for that end, 
that other minds had thought of it, and other's 
funds had contributed to it, and that they had 
done, alas! but little to help forward that great 
work ? Their missionaries had been honourably dis- 
tinguished hitherto. Nearly half the conversions to 
Christ in Calcutta and Bengal, in the last few years, 
had been those which God had permitted their 
missionaries to win. Let not, then, the Church 
hold back; and, if they were poor, let them recol- 
lect, that on that very account was their gift appre- 
ciated by Him who knew the motives by which they 
were actuated, and who regarded the widow’s mite 
as a more acceptable offering than all the contribu- 
tions of the rich [cheers]. 

The resolution was then put and carried unani- 
mously. 

A vote of thanks to the Chairman followed, and, 
after singing the Doxology, the Rev. T. Thomas, 
of Pontypool, engaged in prayer, and the meeting 
separated, 


WESLEYAN MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


The annual meeting of the friends and supporters 
of this society was held at Exeter Hall, on Monday, 
and was numerously attended, the spacious hall and 
the galleries being filled. Dr. Bunting, the Rev. 
Dr. Newton, and other ministers who take a lead in 
the society's operations, were received on their 
coming on the platform with hearty plaudits, mingled 
with hisses; and it was evident that the meeting 
would not be of an unanimous character. The 
Right Hon. Fox Maule, M.P., presided; and, after 
singing and prayer, which was offered by the Rev. 
Dr. Newton, : 


The Cuarrman said, nothing had ever given him 
greater satisfaction than presiding at that meeting, 
by which he was enabled to show the deep sympathy 
he felt for the Wesleyan body, as well as the grati- 
tude he felt for the interest they took in the body to 
which he belonged [the Free Church of Scotland], 
at a time such interest, evinced by such a Christian 
body as the Wesleyans, was of the utmost import- 
ance to thatinfant church. This missionary society 
had, as usual, taken the lead in the work of evange- 
lization, and he was glad that they had assembled 
again with unanimity. Although light ruffles had 
passed over the surface of their body, yet these 
trifling breezes had passed away [No, no,” and 
responsive cries of Les, yes. ] And the great 
balance-sheet of charity which they showed proved 
that the heart was as sound as ever it was le eers | 
He congratulated them that in all purts of the world 
their missionaries were to be found, distinguished 
for zeal, for courage, for fidelity, for purity of doc- 
trine, and example in conduct. He was also glad to 
find that while their missionaries had been thus zealous 
abroad, theirendeavours at home had resulted in an in- 
crease of the funds. It was not for him in such a meeting 
as this to enter into the question of missions, but if he 
were asked what was the first step to be taken to civilize 
the heathen, his answer was, send them the gospel. 
They had heard much within the last few weeks on 
a subject which that society had at the heart's core 
—the slave-trade. They had heard it stated that 
squadrons must be withdrawn. 80 long as they 
kept the African in ignorance, squadrons they might 
have, perhaps squadrons they must have, but squad- 
rons would — of little avail. Open up the passage 
to the heart of Africa, send missionaries among them 
to teach them Christianity, and then they would not 
only effect the great object which a Christian 
country should always have in view, that of Chris- 
tianizing the whole world; but they would effect 
that which every subject of this realm should always 
have in view, that of economizing in a legitimate 
way the burdens that were imposed upon them, 
Look at France and the other states of Europe. To 
what might be attributed all the convulsions that 
had taken place there ?—to what might they attri- 
bute the state of society existing there at present but 
that there religion was mocked and religious opinion 
was sneered at? The low standard of religion there 
led to a low standard of morality, and that had led 
to a low standard of everything that ought to be re- 
| garded as binding man to man. Until religion, pure 


religion, took its hold upon those countries 
could not hope to see them return to a fixed and de- 
sirable state of things. And it was by their 
missionaries ing the gospel to the countries 
of Europe as well as to heathen that they could 
achieve good in this direction. They would hear 
from other lips the details of the operations of the 
society, but he could not help congratulating them 
that their contributions for the year had amounted 
to nearly £112,000—an amount which was indeed 
encouraging. | 

The report of the committee was then read by the 
Revs, Ex1zan Hoorn and Dr. BN. It stated, 
„That it was the grateful duty of the committee to 
announce an improvement in the financial condition 
of the society, when compared with their circum- 
stances at this time last year. The debt of the 
society was then stated to be £13,358 16s. Id., 
arising from the deficiencies of the income as com- 
pared. with the expenditure for the years 1847 and 
1848. The debt of the society was now reduced to 
£10,841 138. 2d. This reduction of the debt had 
been effected, in part, by a small diminution in the 
expenditure of the year 1849; but chiefly by a very 
large augmentation in the income, when compared 
with that of the previous year. 


& «ea 4. 

The total amount of income, received from all 
sources, for 1849, had deen 111,685 13 6 
The expenditure for 1849 had deen 109,168 10 7 
Balance of income over expenditure.................. 2517 211 

Deduct this amount from the deficiency reported 
e RE eS. 13,358 16 1 
And there remained a debt o 10,841 13 2 


“The receipts from the foreign auxiliaries and 
from Ireland were rather below those of the former 

ear; but, happily, much less so than might have 

en anticipated from the depressing circumstances 
which are known to exist. The receipts at 
Mission-house, and from the home districts, ex- 
hibited an increase. The Juvenile Offerings con- 
tributed a fair average amount to the income of the 
year; the donations of several liberal friends, on 
annuity for life, and the amount accruing through 
lapsed annuities, exhibit a considerable increase ; 
and the items of legacies and colonial grants had far 
exceeded the average of previous years. The follow- 
ing are the particulars :— 


The total ord receipts at the Mission-house, 

and from the tricts in England, Scotland, 

OMG Wales, een. eee ee £75,167 14 9 
The Hibernian Missionary Society..................-.. 4,232 10 8 
The Juvenile Christmas 6682 3.894 5 0 
Total ordinary home iu õ eee 83,204 10 5 
Contributions of Foreign Auxiliary Societies 11,830 q 

Colonial grants........ 118 5.907 5 0 
2 6,065 15 8 
Donations on anulty.............ccccccscceseeeceeecsenerees 1,800 0 0 
OL EE 1,162 8 6 
Dividends, interest, &. . eee 1,625 18 2 

£111,685 18 6 


In their anxiety to economize the expenditure, 
the committee had continued to decline sending a 
supply to many stations on which vacancies had 
occurred, and had also declined to avail themselves 
of very inviting new openings for usefulness,. The 
committee were encouraged by the income of the 
past year to hope that thir restrictive _— will not 
need to be maintained much longer, The continued 
exhibition of a liberality and diligence on the 
of the supporters of the society similar to that of last 
year would soon diffuse new life and vigour through- 
out the missions, which were already conferring the 
highest blessings on North and South Ceylon, India, 
Australis, Africa, and other portions of the eurth; 
nor would other regions, such as China, towards 
which the committee scarcely dare to look, be much 
longer without some evidence that the object of the 
Wesleyan Missionary Society is to take its proper 
part in spreading the knowledge of Christ and the 
enjoyment of scriptural holiness throughout the 
whole world.“ 


Mr. Heap, M. P., moved the first resolution: 


That the Report, of which an abstract has been read, 

be received and published ; and that this meeting offers 
its grateful acknowledgments to Almighty God for his 
continued sanction and blessing vouchsafed to the 
Wesleyan Missionary Society, and other similar Pro- 
testant and Evangelical institutions. 
The society, he said, was not diminishing ; its in- 
fluence was not decreasing, its friends were not 
withdrawing. The evidence was that its funds were 
increasing. But more than that, its operations were 
everywhere crowned with success. 

The Rev. Dr. Hannan seconded the motion, in 
doing which he observed that it was a beautiful 
thing that the resolution included other kindred 
Protestant institutions as well as their own. In 
supporting this missionary society they had no sec- 
tarian spirit. They hoped all such societies would 
prosper, and be productive of good. He trusted that 
God would bless them all, — that they would con- 
tinue to confide in Him, and always look to Him 
for aid. 

— CHAIRMAN was about to put the resolution, 
when 

Mr. Grosszan, one of the secretaries of the Wes- 
leyan Corresponding Committee, got up in the body 
of the hall, and intimated his desire to propose an 
amendment. His appearance was the signal for a 
considerable uproar. The chairman, however, re- 
ferred to the ticket of admission, which pledged all 
persons using it to abide by his decision, and - 
emptorily retusing to receive an amendment which 
he said, could only be brought forward in a con- 
troversal spirit, called upon Mr. Grosjean to 
sit down under pain of immediate expulsion. 
Grosjean appeared anxious to persevere, vociſerati 
in loud tones, “ Justice, An Englishman's right, 
and so on, and as he was 


backed b 
sprinkling a formidable interruption of io 
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ings appsared o be threatened. The police were at 
dength oa.Jod in, and under the convincing argu- 
ments which they used the contumacious gentleman 
was ed upon to resume his seat, and the re- 
solution was then carried by a large majority. 

Mr. S. M. Peto, M.P., moved the next resolu- 
tion, to the effect that the circumstances of special 
encouragement and promise by which several of the 
principal missions of the society in heathen lands 
are now placed impose upon the society the impera- 
tive obligation to make every effort within its power 
for the purpose of raising t missions to a state 
of greater vigour and efficiency. 

The Rev. W. Cuatmens, of the Marylebone Pres- 
byterian church, in seconding, stated that four-fifths 
of the world were now in heathen darkness; and 
at the rate they were going on now it would take 
twenty thousand years to evangelize the globe 
fhear, hear]. 

The CHarrman then put the resolution in the 
affirmative only, and no opposition was offered to it. 

Mr. Cowarx, M.P., moved the next resolution, 
expressive of gratitude for the increased resources 
placed at the disposal of the committee by the aug- 
mentation of the society's income during the past 
year; and cherishing the hope that the same spirit 
of liberality may continue to manifest itself, and 
speedily render the funds more fully commensurate 
with the wants of the great work they are intended 
to promote. 

e Rev. W. Bevan, of Wolverhampton, in se- 
conding, observed that the society was in every way 
prosperous. They had reason to rejoice, and take 
their present prosperity as an omen of better days, 
and more abundant blessings to come. He found that 
during the year there had been on circuits an in- 
crease of 34; of chapels and preaching stations an 
increase of 690; of missionaries and assistants an 
increase of 34; of other stipendiary agents an in- 
crease of 781; of unpaid agents an increase of 8,087 ; 
of church members an increase of 5,163; and of 
schools an increase of 4,230. 

The Rev. Perer M‘Owan, of Liverpool, sup- 
ported the resolution, which was then put and 
carri 


Mr. G. A. Hamrtton, M. P., moved the next re- 
solution, recommending that, in connexion with a 
more vigorous and extensive application of the other 
divinely-instituted means, more earnest prayer be 
offered that those means may fully answer the end 
for which they have been appointed by the great 
Head of the Church. 

Mr. G. Surru, of Camborne, came forward to 
second the resolution. 

A Vorce—Is that the Mr. Geor 
wrote the tract against the expe 
9 5 

r. Smitu then proceeded to address the meeting 
amidst great uproar, which rendered him inaudible 
even to those who were close to him. In the course 
of his speech the Rev. Mr. Griffith, one of the ex- 
pelled ministers, rose in the body of the hall, and 
exclaimed, ‘* You would not meet us.“ 

The Rev. Dr. Newton added afew words, after 
which the resolution was put, and the collection was 
then made. 

The Rev. C. Parr, of Hull, moved 

That the thanks of the meeting be presented to the 
ministers who have advocated the cause of the society 
throughout the year; to the treasurers, secretaries, and 
committees— 

[No, no“ ]J. He hoped they would listen :— 

of the auxiliary and branch societies [laughter]; to the 
ladies’ associations and committees, for their zealous co- 
operation; to the juvenile societies; and especially to 
the collectors of the Christmas and New Year's offer- 
ings, and the kind friends who countenanced them, for 
the handsome amount received from this delightful 
source of income ; to the missionaries, officers, and con- 
tributors on the foreign stations, for their practical inte- 
rest in the maintenance of the funds of the parent 
society, in addition to the support they have afforded to 


Smith who 
d ministers ? 


their own local institutions ; and to the members of other 


Christian communities who have kindly aided the opera- 
tions of this society. 

The Rev. Joun Scott seconded, and this resolu- 
tion was carried in the same manner as the former 
ones. 

The Rev. Jonx Bowas moved the next resolution, 
which was a vote of thanks to the committee and to 
the general treasurers and general secretaries. The 
rev. gentleman, who was much interrupted and 
hissed at, spoke at some length, vindicating the con- 
duct of these officers from the aspersions which, it 
seemed, some persons wished to cast on them, and 
expressed his deep sense of humility that Christian 
men, who were. of the same household, who had 
eaten uf the same bread, and drank of the same cup, 
should be found to lift up their hands against them, 
and that too before strangers. But though it was 
painful to know that in certain quarters this society 
was viewed with hostility, it was a source of grati- 
tude to know that Providence had over-ruled those 
proceedings for the advancement of the society's 
interests. 

The resolution having been seconded, 

The Cuaraman said the resolutions that had pre- 
ceded this were founded on the great principles of 
support to the society, and he conceived that there 
could be no reasonable ground for opposing them. 
But it was in vain for him to con from himself, 
stranger as he was, that there were two opinions on 
the Present resolution, He should, therefore, put 
the affirmative and the negative to the meeting. 

e resolution was then put and carried by an 
immense majority, 

On the motion of Mr. Conůbnnor, seconded by the 

- Joun Hat, both of whom were much inter- 
rupted, a resolution was also carried, thanking the 


fhe Nonconformist. 
ministers for their excellent sermons preached during 
the anniversary. 


Mr. Tomas Faruen then moved a vote of thanks 
to the Chairman, which was seconded by Mr. 
HEALD. 

The Rev. Dr. Bunmna took the opportunity of 
saying, there was no doubt of what was the general 
feeling of that society. The vast majority, he be- 
lieved, were ashamed that there should have been 
found persons so wanting in common propriety, and 
before strangers too, to expose their own want of 
everything that evinced proper feeling. But the 
feeling of * which that had occasioned him had 
been greatly removed by the manner in which those 
resolutions, which were most calculated to call forth 
what little difference there was, had been carried. 
The sense of the society, deny it who could, was in 
favour of those resolutions. ere was a small and 
miserable sprinkling who had the presumption to lift 
their hands against them. Therefore, he felt thank- 
ful that the strangers who had honoured them with 
their company that day had had the opportunity of 
seeing what was the prevalent feeling of the Metho- 
dist connexion. 

The resolution was carried by acclamation. 

The CHarrman said, he felt that to all in that 
meeting his thanks were due, for the comparatively 
easy task which he had had to perform that day. 
But he could not conclude that meeting without 
expressing, and he trusted as a stranger he might 
be allowed to express, the deep sense of sorrow 
which came over him when he perceived that the 
shades of difference hung over that large and influ- 
ential society. He would say to all parties that he 
trusted they would call to mind the vast use which 
that society was to all the world, and the deep re- 
sponsibility which would rest on the one hand with 
those who interfered unnecessarily with matters with 
which they had nothing to do [hear, hear]; and, on 
the other hand, with those who refused information 
on matters on which information ought to be given. 
He earnestly implored them all to remember the re- 
sponsibility which rested upon them in the mainte- 
nance of the public utility and character of the great 
Wesleyan body before the world. 

The meeting then separated at half-past four 
o'clock, having lasted four hours and a half. 


Weexty Tract Socrety.—The second annual 
meeting of this society was held on Thursday even- 
ing, the 25th ult., at Calthorpe-street School-room, 
Gray's-inn- road (Hon. and Rev. B. W. Noel's), over 
which Joseph R. Taylor, Esq., presided, The proceed - 
ings were opened by prayer by the Rev. E. Whimper, 
after which the Chairman delivered an appropriate 
address, The Rev. W. H. Elliott, the secretary, 
read the Report, which was highly encouraging, and 
showed an increase in the funds during the past 
year, as well as an extension of the society's opera- 
tions. It also detailed pleasing instances of useful- 
ness of weekly publications, and earnestly called 
upon the Christian public to aid the society in ex- 
tending its benevolent efforts in behalf of the work- 
ing classes. The Rev. C. A. M. Shepherd moved 
the first resolution, embodying the adoption of the 
Report, which was seconded by Rev. J. Robertson, 
M. A.; after which the Rev. Edward Pizey, B. A., 
rector of St. Peter's, Saffron-hill, moved, and the 
Rev. John Bra: ch seconded, the next resolution, 
which was as fu.ilows; viz.— 

That, while the meeting feels grateful for the measure of suc- 

dess which bas attended the society’s past labours, and views 
with regret the social and moral condition of the working 
classes, the wide spread of irrelixion among them, together 
with the contaminating influence of numerous publications, it 
deems the means employed by this society eminently adapted 
to promote their best interests, and would urge the impo: tance 
of increasing efforts on their behalf. 
The*third resolution, which was moved by Joseph 
Payne, Esq., barrister-at-law, and seconded by Rev. 
E. Whimper, appealed to the benevolent sympathies 
of Christians in behalf of the funds of the society, 
and urged the im nee of continued + ay to 
crown its efforts with success. The Rev. Mr. Hatch 
moved, and M. Murphy, Esq., seconded, a vote of 
thanks to the Chairman, which having been duly 
acknowledged, and the Doxology sung, the meeting 
separated, 

Cuurcu or Enciranp Sonpar-scnoor Inetirute. 
—The anniversary meeting of this Institution took 
place on Friday night, at St. Martin’s-hall, Long 
Acre, when the chair was occupied by John Labou- 
chere, Esq. During the past year they had increased 
the number of the Sunday-schools and the Sunday- 
school teachers. The Institution had established 
fifty-seven schools, attended and instructed by 1,642 
teachers. During the year the funds received had 
been £1,168 9s. 4d.; the sum expended, £1,164 28. 
Id.; leaving a balance in hand of £14 7s. 3d. 

Cnoncn or Enoranp Scripture Reapers’ Asso- 
ciation. —On Monday, the sixth annual general 
meeting of the friends and supporters of the above 
society wos held at the Hanover-square Rooms. 
The Lord Bishop of Lichfield presided, and was 
sustained by Lord Robert Grosvenor, M.P., and a 
numerous body of clergymen. The Right Rev. 
Prelate, in his opening address, congratulated the 
meeting upon the large measure of success which 
had attended the exertions of the Committee durin 
the past year. Objections, indeed, had been raise 
against Scripture Keaders, in high and res nsible 
quarters, but he believed they had been satis actorily 
refuted, and, for his own part, he had founded two 
auxiliary associations in his diocese, and this, he 
thought, was the most conclusive proof he could 
adduce of his interest in the movement, and his 
approval of its operations, The report stated that 
the funds of the society had increased, as had, like- 
wise, the spheres of its labours, . the 77 po 
They had now permanent income of nearly £6,000 


a year. The sum received from the local auxiliaries 
had exceeded that subscribed during the previous 
twelve months by the sum of £750, and 230 sub- 
scribers had been added to the list. A ladies“ 
fund had been instituted for three or more ad- 
ditional readers. The society had now 97 ts 
employed, and though d the time of the 
ch 30 readers come in contact with 1,468 
cases, there had not been a single death among the 
former The visits paid were—to members of the 
Church ot England, 200,280; to Roman Catholics, 
23,850; to — 34,840; and to persons at- 
tending no place of worship, 96,314—making a 
total of 365,284 visits. The receipts amounted, on 
the whole, to £8,072, and the expenditure, the 
largest item of which was salaries, £7,087, left a 
balance of £236. On the motion of J. Labouchere, 
Esq., seconded by the Rev. Mr. Miller, the report 
was adopted. 


Naval anv Mitrrary Bratz Socrzty,—On Mon- 
“on the 70th anniversary meeting of this society was 
held at the Hanover-square Rooms. The Marquis 
of Cholmondeley occupied the chair, and near him, 
on 1 — were General Sir George Pollock, 
Admiral Harcourt, Colonel Tomkyns, Colonel Pow- 
ney, Captain Pakenham, R.N., Major Little, Colonel 
Eckford, Captain Ferguson, R.N., Rev. E. Pizey, 
Rev. J. Craig, Rev. C. D. Gribble, Rev. W. Holder- 
ness, Major Rutherford, Captain Barlow, K.N., 
Major Montague, and others. It appeared from the 
report, which was read by Major Sotheby, C.B., that 
during the past year the society had furnished 1,000 
Bibles to the British army and 300 to the East India 
Company’s troops, in addition to 88 to barrack and 
guard-rooms, and 90 to the Royal Marines at Ports- 
mouth. It had also supplied 1,676 copies to 39 of 
her Majesty's ships, including 100 to the four going 
out under Captain Austin in search of Sir John 
Franklin, to whom the society had given an ample 
supply in 1846, at Sir John’s special request. 
Amongst merchant seamen generally, 12,137 copies 
had been circulated, and to canal boatmen, barge- 
men, and rivermen, 2,231 copies, Large numbers 
had also been distributed at various ports through- 
out the kingdom. The total number issued during 
the past year was 17,598, making a d total since 
the establishment of the society of 517.691. The 
receipts of the year had amounted to £2,628 7s. 4d., 
and the disbursements to £2,614 17s. 7d., leaving a 
small balance at present in the treasurer's hands. 
Upon the motion of the Rev. E. Pizey, seconded b 
Captain Pakenham, R.N., the report was — 
— agreed to; and various resolutions founded 
upon it were also submitted to the meeting, and car- 
ried by acclamation. Amongst the s 
the Rev. J. Craig, the Rev. C. D. Grib 
Harcourt, and others. 


— — 
RELICIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 
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Proposat ron 4 Conrsnencs or CuRIsriIANs oF 
ALL Nations.—Rev. Ridley H. Herschel! proposes 
that the opportunity of the presence of Christians 
from all parts of the world in London at the exhibi- 
tion of 1851, shall be taken advantage of for a 
mutual profit and intercourse. Meetings might be 
held in various parts of the metropolis, at which 
Christians from all parts of the world might commu- 
nieate information respecting the religious state and 
spiritual wants of the country they come from 
receiving and imparting advice, and sympathy, an 
consolation. By this mutual intercourse, a spirit of 
love and unity may be stirred up, such as has not 
existed since apostolic times. He pr that the 
invitation should be to those only — delieve the 
Scriptures to be the word of God, and who hold 
the cardinal doctrines of the divinity of Christ and 
justification by faith. He further requests those 
who sympathize in the above proposal, should com- 
municate with him as soon as possible; and that 
brethren in India, America, and on the continent of 
Europe,should endeavour to secure its republication 
(and translation where necessary) in the local 
journals. 

Buakeney, GLovucesTersuias.—On Tuesday, the 
16th of April, the Rev. Thomas Young, late of 
Hackney College, was ordained pastor of the Inde- 
pendent church at Blakeney. Rev. William Copley, 
of Blakeney, commenced the solemn services b 


reading the Scriptures and yer; Rev. Sam 
Ransom, Classical Tutor of y College, de- 
livered the introductory discourse; Rev. 
Manud, of Stonehouse, pro the questions and 


received the confession of 


prayer; and Rev. 
preached the sermon to people. ug 
day was very wet, the chapel was well-fHlled on each 
occasion, the services throughout were deeply 
solemn and interesting. The Revs. J. Reynolds, of 
Gloucester, W. B. Jenkyn, of Little Deane, and J. 
J. Dunlop, of Painswick, assisted in the services. 

Accertance or Cait.—Mr. Thomas Barrass, of 
the General Baptist College, Leicester, having, with 
the concurrence of the committee, ted a unani- 
mous invitation from the church at Fleet and Hol- 
beach, Lincolnshire, to the ministerial office in con- 
nexion with the Rev. F. Chamberlain, entered upon 
his pastoral labours on Sunday, April 21st. 


The Preston Chronicle states that certain parties 
whose premises had been robbed, went to Liverpool 
to consult a clairvoyant ! 
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THE MIRROR OF PARLIAMENT. 


DEBATES. 
SUVENILE OFFENDERS. 


At the noon sitting of the Hotise of Commons, on 
Wednesday week,the second reading of the Juvenile 
Offenders’ Bill was moved by Mr. M. Mitnee. 
measure was designed to temove from the local 
thagistracy the discretion of inflicting corporal 
punishment, and, at the same time, to extend 
their summary jurisdiction over offenders below the 

e of fifteen, when charged with minor offences, 

Provisions for the establishment of industriel 
schools, to be applied to the reformation of juvenile 
culprits, were also contained in the bill, which the 
hon. member supported in a speech of great length, 
by a large mass of evidenceand argument. He pro- 
posed to make parents more responsible, by enabling 
magistrates to summon parents who, by evil treat- 
ment, or evil example, lead their 1 to com- 
mit crimes; an innovation suggested by high legal 
mithorities—Mr. Matthew Davenport Hill; Mr. 
Bullock, the judge; Mr. Russell, the prison- 
at Mr. Rushton, the Liverpool magistrate ; 
and Lieutenant Tracy. The practice is found to 
work well in Scotland under Sir William Rae's Act. 
A permissive provision is made, under which magis- 
trates may establish industrial schools for offenders 
after the first conviction. Institutions of this cha- 
racter have for years had admirable effects in France 
(at Mettraye), Belgium, and Holland; and more 
lately in England (in the philanthropic societies 
near London and Warwick), and at Aberdeen, A 
very remarkable diminution of crime has been 
@ffected at Aberdeen by Mr. Sheriff Watson's educa- 
tional refuge. Mr. Poynder has caiculated that the 
det of juvenile criminals through the country is 
£645,000, and the cost is gradually increasing. 

Bir Georos Grey dissected Mr. Milnes’s bill, with 
the object of showing its unpractical character. The 
firet part supersedes Sir John Pakington’s bill, with 
the difference that it is wholly silent with regard to 
details. The proposed power for magistrates to ab- 
stain from committing on the first offence, is already 
enjoyed by them, and sometimes exercised. The 
proposed jurisdiction over adults gives grave and 
serious powers to any two magistrates ; and the 
summary powers to send juvenile offenders into the 
army or navy could not be exercised in this country 
- person so forced on the army would not be 
amenable to the Mutiny Act. ‘The cost of the pro- 

schools is to fall wholly on the country. The 
sehools hold out great advantages to criminal chil- 
den and their parents. Such schools had better 
on private charities, like the Philanthropic 
Institution, which acts on the principle, but without 
any ostentation. The machinery ~ the bill is per- 
fectly impracticable. A committee is sitting up- 
stairs, and the House had better wait for their 
labours. 

Sir Georce Staicktanp moved that the bill be 
read a second time that day eix months. Ite pro- 
moter is said to be a great poet: certainly it contains 
a great deal of imagination, but neither rhyme nor 
reason. Mr. Suan Crawrorp seconded the 
amendment. 

The bill was supported by Mr. Simeon with prac- 
tical argumentation; and by Mr. Heapitam, who 
defended it from Sir George Grey's criticism on 
mere details: Mr. TaeLawny supported its princi- 

le, but not the details. Sir Joux PaxkinoTon 
gged to say, he was no party to the bill: as it 
stood it could not be carried out, Colonel Tuompson 
was afflicted to note, that while corporal punishment 
is losing its hold in the army, it is creeping into the 
civil service. 

Mr. Moncxton Muss rose to withdraw his bill; 
but was assaileu by noises which he could not un- 
derstand: he sat down, rose again, and was again 

ut down. In the end, amidst much confusion, the 

ormal motion for grounding the amendment was 
carried without division, and the amendment was 
then carried substantively. Thus the bill was lost. 


AFFIRMATION BILL. 


It had been understood that the main discussion 
of the Affirmation Bill should be taken on the motion 
for going into committee: Mr. Pao Woop, there- 
fore, bric fly supported his motion to take that step, 
on Wednesday week, by a speech enumerating the 
Cases of grievance which have 1 his attempt 
at legis! tion. ‘The bankrupt Hulstead—a man of 
Bo good character that at last a measure of general 
effect was passed with the real intention of meeting 
his case—wus imprisoned four years anda half on 
account of his conscientious scruples. Harwood, a 
prosecutor, was imprisoned, and the suffered 
to escape. Another man was committed to gaol for 
ten days on refusal to swear in a case where the of- 
fender would not have been punished so severely. An 
Independent minister saw a Lascar rush on his child 
and attempt to violate her; he refused to swear ; 
the judge and jury were contented with the child's 
evidence alone, and the car was convicted; but 
if he had killed the child on the spot, he would have 
‘escaped harmless from the court. A lady refused 

in court to swear, and consented to give evidence 
not on oath before arbitrators, agreeing to pay costs 
‘of the arbitration ; those costs ate up her inconie for 
mearly three years, and during that time she had to 
dive on her friends. Mr. Wood mentioned, that of 
the seventeen lawyers who voted on the former 
occasion, fourteen voted with him; and both the late 
and the present Lord Chief-Justice are on his side, 
At present, Quakers, Moravians, and Separatists, 
may avoid taking the oath; now, although he has 
made very minute inquiries after Separatists, he has 
ever been able to discover either a congregation or 
a single member of that sect. ‘tre ‘bill was proposed 


— — 
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to extend, not to the United Kingdom only, but aleo 
to the colonies; and with reference to the colonies 
he might mention that last year in the Honduras 
there had been no fewer than seven or eight Inde- 
pendent ministers fined in sums of £20, £30, and 
£40, beeause they eould not conscientiously take an 
oath to serve on juries, and that one of them had 
beeh committed to the common gaol for a period of 
six weeks, for the same offence. He ed the 
House, then, in the name of eommon sense, common 
benevolence, and religious liberty, to concur with 
the 3,000 petitioners who had prayed them to ex- 
tend the provisions of the bill to all who entertained 
conscientious objections to the taking of an oath 
hear, hear]. 

Mr. Goblin opposed the measure, upon the 
old grounds, and pushed the principle of his oppo- 
sition to its extreme consequence; rather than add 
to the existing absurdities which the House has al- 
ready passed, he would retract, and repeal that 
odious law of which so many people already take 
advantage, He moved that the bill be committed 
that day six months. 

Mr. Wood had the support of Mr. Cocksurn and 
Sir Ebwang Buxton; Mr, Goulburn was joined by 
Mr. Newpeoate. On a division, the amendment 
putting off the committee was carried, by the incon- 
siderable majority of 148 to 129. The supporters of 
the bill received the announcement of the numbers 
by which it was lost with much cheering. 


AUSTRALIAN COLONIES’ BILL. 

On Thursday week the House of Commons again 
went into committee on this bill. The matters dis- 
cussed were a restriction in clause 17 on the power 
of altering judicial salaries; the revived subject of 
colonial boundaries, in connexion with Earl Grey's 
promise that convicts shall not be sent into New 
South Wales; and the General Assembly proposed 
in clause 30. 

The restriction on reducing judicial salaries was 
opposed by Mr. Roxnuck altogether; but he con- 
sented to an improvement of the clause, by the omis- 
sion of words which placed any savings made at the 
disposal of the Queen. 

The boundary qaestion in connexion with the 
non-extension of convictism was recalled to atien- 
tion by Mr. Denison. The colony of New South 
Wales, unless some positive boundary be assigned, 
extends indefinitely to the northwards; yet Earl 
Grey has promised, that if the legislature object no 
more convicts shall be sent to any place within their 
boundaries; this might in future prevent any dis- 
trict to the north being set apart for convicts. Lord 
Joux Russert explained, that the bill express! 
gives power to detach territories from New Sout 
Wales, and erect them into separate colonies. Thus, 
Moreton Bay may be made a separate colony ready 
to receive convicts, if New South Wales be averse. 

The novelty of a Federative Assembly was op- 
posed by Mr. Veawon Situ, as unlikely to be of 
use, and as quite uncalled for by that colonial 
opinion on which Government so much insists when 
defending the single Chamber. Lord Jonx Russety 
adhered to these clauses, because they are permissive 
only: a general desire for a Federative Assembly 
may yet spring up in two or three years, and then it 
might be inconvenient to lack the powers. Customs- 
duties varying at the ports of the respective colonies 
would be an evil much to be avoided. Mr. Rogsuck 
objected to the frame of the clauses, as entirely set- 
ting aside the great principle of federation—equality. 
They should act in all these matters upon the prin- 
ciple that progress is at work in Australia—a new 
and great world is forming there, which requires 

rospective legislation. Mr, Disnaxri concurred in 
Mr. Roebuck s objections; and added, that his 
objections proceed from a sympathy with Lord 
John’s prescient theory of federation, to which the 
omission of the essential quality of federation— 
equality—is antagonistic. Lord Joux Rossi 

would take this apparent departure from equality 
into serious consideration, with a view to some pro- 

sition meeting the views of Mr, Roebuck and Mr, 

israeli. But Sir WHA Motesworts recurred 
to Mr. Vernon Smith's objections against the prin- 
ciple of the Assembly; and Mr. AppeRuey enforced 
the general objections by additional and detailed 
criticism of the clauses, which, he maintained, will 
practically be compulsory. Sir Witttam Morxs- 
WORTH took a division on the clause; and it was 
carried by 64 to 10. 

The bill was then reported. 


PARLIAMENTARY MORTGAGES OF IRISH ENCUMBERED 
ESTATES. 

The debate, adjourned from the 15th instant, on 
the Securities for advances (Ireland) Bill, was re- 
sumed by Lord Naas, on Thursday, with a repeti- 
tion at much length of the objections urged against 
this bill, both as an independent measure, and as a 
measure to eke out the unsuccessful Encumbered 
Estates Act. 

Mr. Frenca followed up with complaints con- 
trasting the kindly consideration shown by Govern- 
ment for distressed cotton-merchants, bankers, and 
Colonial planters, with the severity to Irish land- 
lords: £11,000,000 has been lent to the former, on 
the Government credit; but in few or no cases has 
any money been offered to struggling Irish interests. 
He advocated the establishment of land-banks on 
the Prussian model. f 

Sir Joun Romrmy repeated those explanations as 
to the working of his bill which he has already 
several times made; showing how much its pro- 
visions are mi ted, and exposing the ex- 
agg erate d tions made in respect to the 


sales of estates at ruinously low prices. It was 


stated that an estate in Mayo, bringing in a rental 
of £400, hed been sold for £600 under the Encum- 
bered estate Act; the facts, a communicated 


bY one of the Judges of the Commission, are 
these. The estate consisted of 7,878 rocky acres; 
when the estate was sold, only 234 acres were 
tenanted, at a rent of £178; leaving 7,600 acres 
untenanted, npon which animaginary value of £424, 
was set to make the rental of £600. But the 
£178 rent was nominal, for the tenants never paid 
anything. In the Ordnance valuation the lot is 

ued at £228 a-year; and as there is a head - rent 
of £200, the yearly profit would be only £28 a-year. 
For such an income £600 was a sufficient price. 
As to the financial effect of the debentures, there is 
no more need for the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
to interfere here than in the cases of debentures 
issued by the railway companies toraise £3,000,000, 
or £4,000,000, without injurious operation on the 
money-market. In reference to the suggestion of 
greater facilities to the unencumbered for borrowing, 
Sir John Romilly threw out a half promise, 

The bill received support from Mr. Fagan; from 
Mr, Saptatrrn—whose opinion on all questions con- 
cerning land the O'Gorman Manow vouched to be 
of universal authority in Ireland; from Mr. Henry 
Herpert; from Mr. Grocan—who now wished to 
make perfect the Encumbered Estates Act, which 
he originally opposed; and from Mr. Srvart 
Wort.ey, after very considerable study of the 
measure both professionally and as one of the direc- 
tors of a society whose business it is to lend money 
on good landed security. 

n a division, the second reading was carried, by 
186 to 41. 


MINISTERIAL FINANCIAL FAILURBS, 


On the motion to go into Committee of Supply, 
on Friday, Mr. Disraett commented in sarcastic 
terms upon the frequent failures of the Ministry in 
their financial schemes. They were more troubled 
with their present surplus than they had been by for- 
mer deficiencies. The badget was begun many weeks 
since, but was not yet finished. Relief had been 
promised tothe agricultural distress, but the word 
of promise was kept only to the ear, Concleding 
that the four or five times amended Stamp Duty 
Repeal Act was now defunct, he invited the Go- 
verument to explain what they meant to do with the 
money originally appropriated to the purposes of 
that bill. 

Lord J. Russet. retorted upon Mr. Disraeli that 
he had stopped the business of the House in order’ 
to give them some information which was incorrect, 
and make some inquiries which were superfluous, 
Recapitulating the financial schemes indicated when 
the budget was first brought forward, the noble lord 
submitted that the Government were diligently 
carrying them out. The charge of vacillation he 
threw back upon the member for Buckinghamshire, 
who had enlivened the recess with projects for a 
sinking fund, and now appeared as a supporter of 
every plan for remitting taxes, regardless of the dan- 
ger it might involve of leaving the Exchequer with 
a deficiency. If the country be really sufferi 
under the infliction of free-trade, it is the duty of 
those who think so to bring the question fairly 
before Parliament: Lord John, at all events, will 
not be afraid of the question. 

The episode thus originated became the chief dis- 
cussion. Lord Joux Mannens defended the poliey 
Lord John Russell had reviewed: at all events, it 
had enough merit to be eulogized and even plagi- 
arized by the Chancellor of the Exchequer. Mr. 
Hume marked the scene of mutual crimination and 
recrimination ; and complained that Government do 
abide by their plans, which amount to this. that 
2 should be unreduced. J 

he House went into Committee of Supply: 
Sir Franoiws Barine stated that it was — aR, 
proceed, and the Navy Estimates were postponed. 


IMPRISONMENT OF A BRITISH SUBJECT IN AMERICA, 


In the House of Commons, on Monday, in reply 
to a question put by Mr. Cocknurn, who commented 
in indignant terms upon the fact disclosed in a 
recent case before a police magistrate, that British 
subjects of colour might be seized on board a 
British ship at the port of Charleston, and im- 
prisoned during the time the vessel remained in 
that port, 

Tord Patmerston lamented that the subject was 
by no means new to her Majesty's Government; it 
was an undoubted fact, that in the states of South 
Carolina and Louisiana, every coloured man, whe- 
ther foreigner, or citizen of another state, might be 
seized and imprisoned. In 1847, her Majesty's 
Government had ordered our Minister at Washing- 
ton to remonstrate with the Government of the 
United States against a law, which was not only 
inconsistent with the comity of nations, bat at 
variance with the treaty of 1815; and the answer 
was, that the Federal Government had no power to 
induce the Legislature of South Carolina to alter its 
—— Oe law ; and that, if the British Government 
insisted upon its rights under the treaty, the Govern- 
ment of the United States would find the matter so 
difficult, if not impossible, to deal with, that it 
would be obliged to take advantage of the stipula- 
tion which gave liberty to either party to put an 
end to the treaty of 1815 upon twelve months’ 
notice. 

SAVINGS BANKS. 


The Cuancettor of the Excueqver then intro- 
duced his long-promised bill to amend the laws 
relating to savings banks. Some change in the ad- 
ministration of those establishments was necessitated 
by the enormous development they had undergone, 
having in the course of a few years expanded to the 
vast amount of 28 millions of invested capital. Dia- 
owning any intention of establishing a —— 
interference with the official managers of the insti- 
tutions, he proposed, as the condition of their 
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ing the res ibility for ail deposits, that the 
— ewe atthe reduction of the national debt 
should appeint paid treasurers, through whose hands 
the entire mass of receipts and payments was to 
pass. Any violation of this rule by any other 
afficers of the savi banks receiving or paying 
its was to render the offender liable to the 
inary penalties for misdemeanors. For all monies 

id to these official treasurers the Government was 

to become liable towards the depositors. The com- 
missioners were, in addition, to be empowered to 
send down an inspector to any bank which they 
ight think proper, to audit its accounts, and pro- 

ide against any possible fraud in its administration. 
It was also intended to limit to £100 the maximum 
amount of deposits by any single individual in the 
savings bank, and to reduce the interest paid there- 
on to £2 158, per cent. A loss might hereafter, as 
in times past, acerue to the Government upon the 
general transaction of savings bank business; but 
this loss would vary according to the times, the 
prices of the public funds, &.; and might be hoped 
at mo time to reach any very seriousamount. Various 
provisions extending to the funds of ftiendly so- 
tieties, minors, lunatics, accumulations for the pur- 
chase of annuities, life assurances, &., were after- 
wards detailed by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
who concluded a prolonged exposition of his mea- 
gure by moving for leave to bring in the bill in order 

that it might be printed. 2 

The provisions of the bill were variously eriticised. 
Mr. Hume thought the plan a complicated one, and 
objected to the Government becoming a sort of in- 
surance office. Sir H. Wiitovensy disliked the 
vesting so much power in the Commissioners of the 
National Debt. 
losses sustained by the Rochdale and Irish banks. 


— 


' 


laws, it fs expedient that the Stamps on Marine As- 
surances, Bills of Lading, and other shipping dbou - 
ments, be abolished. The C#anceuttor of the Ex- 
or called on the House to reject the motion, 
which was supported, nevertheless, by Lord Jonx 
Manners, Alderman Trompson, Mr. — Mr. 
Duncan, and Mr. Hextey, bat was negatived by 
156 against 89. 


Warzr Bitts.—In the Commona, on Friday, on 
the order of the day for the second reading of the 
Watford Water Company Bill and the Henley 
Water Works Bill, Lord Asulzx moved the post- 
ponement of them till Monday fortnight, by which 
time the Sanitary Commissioners will have presented 
their Report on the subject of the Supply of Water. 
After some conversation, the postponement was ac- 
quiesced in. 

Tas Dramen Untons Apvances AND Tae Rr 
PAYMENT OF Apvances Brit pussed through com- 
mittee in the Commons, on Friday, without impor- 
tant alteration of its clauses. Mr. Hexry Hexpert 
made a defensive statement on Irish credit; showing, 
from official returns, that of £8,483,000 lent to 
Ireland by the Imperial Government sinoe 1817, only 
£2,843,395 was unpaid in 1848, Mr. MGS 
motion to abolish Marine Insurances was very briefly 
debated ; and was negatived, by 156 to 89. 


Pusttc Satarres.—Lord Jonx Rossntt has pro- 
cured the nomination of the following members to 
constitute his select committee on Official Salaries: 
Lord John Russell, Mr. Wilson Patten, Mr. Bright, 
Sir John Yarde Buller, Mr. Cobden, Mr. Beckett, 
Mr. Napier, Mr. Home Drummond, Mr. William 
Evans, Sir William Molesworth, Mr. Henley, Mr. 


Mr. S. Caawrorp referred to the | Ellice, Mr. Ricardo, Mr. Walter, and Mr. Deedes. 


Tue Stamp Doties.— Yesterday week Sir Cuantes 


Mr. Suaney regretted that the rate of interest and | Woop said he had learnt that there are so many ob- 


the amount of deposit were to be reduced. He re- 
commended that the parties should have the option 
of investing the £100 in Exchequer Bills. Colonel 
Tompson deemed the country, not the Government, 
to have been in Jaches, and considered that the 
country should repair the losses. The Chancellor 
of the Excnequear, in a brief reply, declared his 
unwillingness to increase the floating debt, by 
adopting Mr. Slaney's suggestion, to allow the 
limited amount of deposits to be invested in Exche- 
quer Bills. é 
Leave was then given to bring in the bill. 


ECCLESIASTICAL COMMISSION, 


Sir G. Grey, in moving the second reading of the 
Ecclesiastical Commission Bill (which had come 
from the Lords), gave an outline of its objects and 
of the general pature bf its main provisions. This 
has already appeared in our paper. With reference 
to two provisions in the bill as passed by the House 
of Lords—one relating to the consolidation of the 
> opal and common fands, the other concerning 

e endowments of certain deaneries—Sir Gaorce 
stated it was the intention of the Government to 
propose to restore the bill to the state in which it 
was before being altered in these particulars by the 
House of Lords. 

Mr. Horsman regarded this bill as a sort of com- 
promise as the best measure the Government could 
expect fo carry upon this important subject. The 
Ecclesiastical Commission was condemned by uni- 
versal opinion—its defects were patent; but the only 
defect remedied by this bill was the appointment of 
two paid commissioners, which was its great boon. 
The measure, he considered, was conceived in a 
wrong spirit, and Mr. Horsman entered upon a 
severe criticism of the commission and of the pro- 
visions of the bill, maintaining that the business of 
the commission was purely secular, and that there 
was no necessity for any ecclesiastical members at 
all. Church temporalities could be sufficiently pro- 
tected by lay members ; bishops were not the church, 
which consisted of the laity. But he objected te 
bishops being upon the commision, because they 
were wanted elsewhere; and he drew s forcible 
contrast between what the prelates of the Church 
ought to be and what he alleged they were. In the 
coramittee he should endeavour to alter the bill so 
as to spiritualize, not secularize, the episcopal office. 

Mr. Govisvan replied to Mr. Forsman, whom he 
accused of reiterating, upon the subject of a bill 
framed for a particular object, details relating to 
other objects, calculated to cast vituperation upon 
the characters of those who were absent. Bishops, 
in comparison with other professions, were under- 
paid rather than d. 

Mr. E. Duwow approved of the bill. 

Lord J. RossstL observed that all the objections 
offered to the bill were matter for consideration in 
committee; he thought Mr. Horsman was not justi- 
fied in founding a long declamation upon the ques- 
tion whether there shoald be two paid eommissioners 
or three, and he did not subscribe to his strictures 


upon bishops. 

Mr. Osnonm meade a keen attack upon Mr. Goul- 
burn, in whose defence Sir R. Ixolis administered a 
rebuke to Mr. Osborne in terms of unusual severity, 
proceeding then to reply to Mr. Horsman, 

After some discussion as to whether the debate 
should be adjourned, and an explanation of a per- 
sonal kind betwixt Mr. Horsman and Mr. Goot- 
BURN, the bill was read a second time. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


4 KrippERMINSTER Evecrion.—Mr. Bovvzgriz, on 
ö the 25th ult., presented the report of the 
ect committee on the Kidderminster Election, the 


decision of 
— which was, that Mr. Best had been duly 


MAnlxs INstRaNnce,—Mr. M‘Grecor, on the same 
ay! moved a resolution to the effect that, in con- 
sideration of the recent changes in the N avigation- 


_jections to his last plans on the Stam 


— — — — 


Duties, that 
he could not proceed with the bill on Friday without 
further consideration. He postponed the bill for a 
week, to consider whether it is possible to reconcile 
the vote of the House with the amount of revenue 
which it is necessary to obtain. 


A New Wait has been moved for Lymington, 
the Hon. Colonel Keppel having accepted the Chil- 
tern Hundreds. 


NEWS OF THE WEEK. 


ECCLESIASTICAL. 


Tue Innicent Master or Sr. Cross Hosprran 
again.—The Hon. and Rev. Earl of Gailford, Rec- 
tor and Inoumbent of the rich living of St. Mary's, 
Southampton, Rector of South Stoneham, Incum- 
bent of Old Alresford, &c., &c., has refused to pay 
the Church-rate on the Deanery ot in his Lord- 
ship's occupation (but which oughtto be) at St. 
Mary's, Southampton. The churchwarden recently 
applied, in due course, after the rate was made, to 
the tenants of the property, and was politely re- 
quested to “call again.“ Meanwhile, a communi- 
cation was made to the Earl on the subject, who 
responded to the effect that he should not pay the 
amount; assigning as a reason, that deaneries are 
exempt. Here the matter stands at present; but the 
churchwarden has intimated his intention to test 
the legality of the Earl's position by a warrant and 
concomitants, The worthy functionary does not 
feel satisfied with his Lordship’s ideas off backing 
out“ under cover of ecclesiastical “‘ cope.“ The 
rate amounts to not more than fifteen shillings, and 
common people look askance at the £3,000 which 
his Lordship “ pockets yearly, by his comdescen- 
sion, and think, for people wild think, that all this 
fuss about so trifling a sum ill befits his dignity, to 
say the least, especially as the inmates of the 
deanery, as a matter of course, make use of the 
parish church. It is to be feared, however, that the 
rev. lordling has his footing on an act of Parliament 
passed in the reign of George the Third, and that, 
in consequence, any attempt at recovery, by 1 
to law, on the part of the church warden, would be 
a futile affair, and put the parish to an unnecessary 
expense. From a Correspondent, 


Tun Gornam Caen.— At a ae the London 
Church Union, held on Tuesday, Kop — of a 
proposed public meeting, to be held in on, with 
& view to a formal expression of the feeling awakened 
by the recent judgment in the Gorham case, was 
taken into consideration. The committee's report 
having been read and adopted, it was agreed that a 
committee should be appointed, with instructions to 
enter into communication on the subject with the 
various provincial unions, and with individual mem- 
bers of the clergy and laity in the different dioceses. 
—Guardian.— The Bishop of Bath and Wells has 
replied to the address presented to him by a great 
number of his clergy on the Gorham case, stating 
that he agrees with them “ in thinking that the con- 
stitution of the present court of appeal, in matters 
ecclesiastical, unsatisfactory.”” He states that all 
the members of the English Episcopate are at thie 
time im anxious deliberation on the subject, and 
desire prayers that they may “come to such a con- 
clusion as may obviate what is at present anomalous 
and objectionable, and may promote the peace and 
unity of our beloved Church.’ 


Intex Eccrrsrasticat Commrsston.—The total re- 
ceipts of the Ecclesiastical Commissioners for Ire- 


were £90,642 17s. 1d., and the disbursements to 
£84,000, £25,726 of which was expended on the re- 
building, enlarging, and repairing of churches, 


Tue Rev. Mu. Masxett, of St. Mary's, Torquay, 
has left his parish for three months—the bishop 


having given him leave of absence for that period. 


land, for the year ending the lat of August, 1849, | 


DOMESTIC. 

Tus Quzen or tus Benoians and the Duchess 
of Orleans atrived at Dover on Thursday. The 
Duchess of Orleans with her sons, the . of 
Paris and the Duke of Chartres, and the 
the Belgians, have joined the circle o 
Philippe at Claremont. 


Wonne Man's Reapino-room.— A benevos 
lent lady“ some time since entrusted to Lord As 
a large sum of money for charitable p , 
the noble lord decided to use it in establishing a 
reading-room and library, “ for the labouring classes 
resident in Whitechapel.’ At a public meeting at 
the school-rooms, Whitechapel-road, on Wednesday 
week, Lord Ashley stated that the rooms and library 
would be opened on the following Monday. 


A ProritaBie Specutation.—One of our leading 
Brazilian houses shipped a quantity of Manchester 
goods some months ago to Buenos es. Finding 
the market closed up, and no sale for the articles, 
— were re- imported, and the shippers recently 
sold them in Manchester at a profit of twelve per 
cent., after paying freight and all other charges.— 
Liverpool Mercury. 

A Lriprary ror tue Workine Crasses.—A large 
public library is to be established in the centre of a 
crowded district in Manchester; the active agent in 
the good work being, it appears, the worthy mayor of 
the town. A large number of firms have subscribed 
£100 each, whilst Sir Oswald Mosley, formerly the 
Lord of the Manor of Manchester, and owner of the 
land, has exhibited an equal desire to further the 
object. The Hall of Science, erected ten years ago 
by the Socialists, will be purchased for the pu ‘ 
It is reported that the library will be a2 tondin a 
one—such an experiment would be worthy of the 
men of Manchester. 

Tas WIV pow Doutres.—On Friday, a numerous 
deputation, representing various sanitary, philan- 
thropical, and architectural associations ot the me- 
tropolia, waited by appointment, introduced by Lord 
Robert Grosvenor, on the Chancellor of the Bache+ 

uer, on the subject of the window-duties. The 

shancellor said the question would receive the fullest 
consideration of her Majesty's Government. 

Errects or Fase Tabs. — The bakers in the 
eastern and other portions of the metropolis are now 
selling their bread at 44d. and 6d. per Ab. loaf, 
weighed on delivery. Another gratifying fact is, 
that the poor’s-rate at Mile-end has been reduced 
to 7d. in the pound. 

LIBERATION OF THE LAST Carter Conviet.— 
Yesterday week, Mr. Keene, the Governor of Horse- 
monger-lane Gaol, received a free pardon from the 
Home-office for Patrick Looney, one of the Chartists 
convicted at the Old Bailey, at the September 
sessions, 1848. He was sentenced to two years’ 
imprisonment in Horsemonger-lane gaol. e has 
consequently been in confinement twenty months. 

It is alleged that the use of the Athanasian Creed 
on the days on which it is by order of the Chareli 
prescribed to be read has been prohibited in the 
Queen's private chapel. 


Anotner Savinos’ Banx Crosepv.—The Savings’ 
Bank at Lewes has been closed until further notice, 
owing to the indisposition of the actuary, and some 
unexplained errors in the accounts. The name of 
the wctuary is Henry Bartlett, who has held his 
office for about twenty years. 


Commerrrat or TromAs Suutton.—This individual, 
who has recently heen secretary to several building 
societies in Ipswich and its vicinity, was fully com- 
mitted for trial on Monday weck, on three separate 
eharges. First, for obtaining money under falee 
pretences, on behalf of the "Pest Anglian Building 
and Investment Society ; second, for embessling 
money belonging to the Suffolk Impro 
and Improvement Company; the third charge being 
for a similar offence against the same company. 


Tue Monz or Many Anne Pansons.—After 
a long inquiry into the ese of Mary Anne Per- 
sons, the magistrates heve committed both the 
prisoners, Mr. and Mrs. Bird, to be tried at the 
assizes for a feloniows assault on the deceased. 


Acetat Prom A Pin.—A young Scotch lady, 
Miss Lavinia Downie, has undergone, with fatal 
issue, an operation to extract a pin which was 200 


een of 


Louis 


discovered to be in her ear. When a very little girl, 
twenty years ago, Miss Downie put a pin in 
mouth, and presently afterwards, as she believed, 
swallowed it. A festering in the ear lately revealed 
the existence of a foreign substance; and after great 
suffering the lost pin was extracted: it had become 
much bent in working its course through the tissues 
and bony structares. The Gung ledy suffered long 
and intensely, and died on the 4th inst. 


Cuancery Improvements. — Thirty-five new 
general orders have been issued by the Lord Chan- 
cellor, under the signatures of himself, the Master of 
the Rolls, and the three Vice-Chancellors, for sim- 
plifying the practice of Chan Courts, and facili- 
tating the administration of justice in them. 
main features are, the establishment of a new and 
inexpensive mode of initiating complaints by a sim- 
ple writ of summons—as in the Common Law Courts 
—and of prosecuting suits rg ge | before the 
Masters in Chancery, in matters of administration, 
1 of new trustees, mortgage, and partner- 
ship. Schedules fix a scale of moderate fees. 


A Scuism has sprung up among the rooks inhabit- 
img the trees and towers of Canterbury Cathedral ; 
and a portion of them have seceded and established 
a 1ookery in @ congenial site, formerly the abode of 
the White Monkeys in that city. 
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A Sampve or Danomey Corton, a avid Bee * 
ported from that part of Africa, has FS at 
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Manchester. It is of a clear, good colour, and the 
staple is fine. There is a probability that before 
long the west coast of Africa may com to a very 
considerable extent with the United States in the 
— — important raw material of our great 
staple manufacture. 


The second anniversary dinner of the Whittington 
Club and T Atheneum took place on 
Wednesday, April 24, and was very fully attended. 
The members of this club amount to nearly 1, 900, 
of whom 400 are ladies. 

At a Convocation held at Oxford, on the 23rd inst., 
several alterations in the Examination Statute were 
agreed to; amongst the clauses the one which lays 
down the subjects of examination in the school of 

jurisprudence and modern history was carried by a 
majority of 53, the numbers being—placets, 127; 
non-placets, 74. 

Four navvies who murdered a man in a drunken 
outrage at Otley, and severely wounded several per- 
sons, including a woman whom they stabbed, have 
been committed to York Castle on six several charges 
of cutting and wounding. 


It is understood to be in contemplation to erect a 
monastery on an extensive scale near the Roman 
Catholic Chapel in Rugby, land having been pur- 
chased for that purpose. Several novices are at 
— in course of probation for this new religious 
oundation.—Aris’s Birmingham Gazette. 


It is a strange anomaly that, although prices con- 
tinue longer low than is agreeable to parties inte- 
rested in agriculture, some farms lately out of lease 
in Ayrshire have found tenants readily; one very 
recently, at an advanced rent. Grass parks, too, are 
at as high rates as formerly. 


Exxgcution or Tue Convicr Murruy.—On Wed- 
nesday the execution of William Murphy, convicted 
at the last assizes of murder, took place in front of 
the county gaol. He was attended to the drop by 
four priests. He made a declaration in Irish, 
amounting to a full confession of the murder.— Cork 
Examiner. 

The Worcester Journal records a cruel joke, played 
off upon a dairyman. Some wags awoke him at 
midnight with a hurried announcement that his 
best cow was choking. He jumped into his small- 
clothes, and ran off to save the life of Crummie; 
when lo! he discovered a turnip stuck into the 
spout of his pump! 


Aux Expepition m Seance or Sr J. 
Franxiin.— Lady Franklin has just purchased the 
ketch Prince Albert,” of ninety tons, of the 
Messrs, White, of Cowes, to proceed to Prince 
— * Inlet, and send parties across from Brent- 
ford Bay to the western side of Boothia, which will 
explore to the Strait of Sir James Ross; whilst 
another party will explore the eastern side of 
Boothia, as far as Lord 2 Bay, in search of her 
ladyship’s gallant husband. The“ Prince Albert” 

be immediately fitted out at Aberdeen, and will 
leave that place in about three weeks. By permis- 
sion of the Admiralty, who answered his request 
immediately it was received, Commander Codring- 
ton Forsytb, an experienced surveying officer of the 
royal navy, will command this expedition. 


A Frese Parpon has been granted by her Majesty 
to Thomas Glenny, convicted at the late assizes for 
Surrey, at Kingston, for the murder of his illegiti- 
mate child. ‘This decision has been arrived at in 
compliance with the recommendation of the judge 
(Baron Maule) who tried the case. 


REMOVAL OF THE VeRNON GaLLERy.—Saturday, 
the authorities at the National Gallery received the 
official instructions for the removal of the Vernon 
collection from ö Bee ws to Marlborough 
House, the residence of the late Queen Dowager, 
where the collection will be opened to public inspec- 
tion on Whit-Monday. 


Look UNDER rouR Beps.—On Sunday last, Wells 
and wife (landlord and landlady of the White Swan 
Inn) had been in bed two hours, when Mrs. Wells 
was awoke by a hand ing over her face. The 
landlord, concluding that a small dog had got into 
the room, tried to persuade his wife that she must be 
mistaken. Mrs. Wells, however, was positive, and 
Wells got out, and, upon striking a light, discovered 
a man crouched in a corner of the room. Without 
delay, Wells caught hold of him, and commenced 
belabouring him with his fists right and left, until 
the fellow bellowed lustily for mercy. “ Holt! 
holt!“ he cried. “Ah! I'll ‘ holt’ thee,” said Wells, 
and another and another blow rendered him well 
nigh senseless ; when the landlord, thinking he had 
22 him enough, threw up the window, and called 

or the police, who quickly conveyed the intruder to 
the station-hquse. The next morning he was 
brought before the mayor, and sent to prison for two 
months as a rogue and vagabond. He had not been 
seen about the house ior six months before.— 
Devizes Gazette. 


REFUSAL ro TAKE AN Oatu.—In the course of one 
of the trials at the Aberdeen Circuit Court of 
Justiciary last week, Thomas Farquharson, a witness, 
refused to take the oath, on the ground that the 
Scriptures commanded him to swear not at all.“ 
In answer to the question, whether he was a n 
ratist, he said, No.“ He was, therefore, committed 
for contempt of Court. At a subsequent period (the 
trial having ended in the conviction of the i 
accused), he was recalled; and,“ says the Edin. 
burgh News, being admonished to attend more to 
things essential to salvation, and less to particular 
points of doctrine, was discharged.” 

Dark or tHE Port Wornpswortu.—The great 
poet Wordsworth died on Tuesday week at his 
residence, Rydal Mount, Windermere. He was 


born in the year 1770, at Cockermouth, in Cumber- 
land. His parents were of the middle class, and he 
was oe ws ge with his brother, afterwards 
Dr. Words „ at the Hawkshead Grammar 

In 1787 he entered St. John’s College, 
he 


where he graduated. Shortly 
made a pedestrian tour in France, Switzerland, 
and Italy, of which the result was a volume of 
entitled Descriptive Sketches — — 2 
production was accompanied by another poetica 
work, entitled the “ Evening Wall * an “ Epistle 
to a young lady from the lakes in the north of 
England.“ These formed together the young poet’s 
first appeal to the public. They were issued in 
1793, and at once arrested the attention of discernin 
men. He soon afterwards met with Coleridge, an 
in 1803, married with Miss Mary Hutchinson, of 
Penrith. In 1814, he published his celebrated 
“Excursion,” and his other works followed at 
intervals. He early received the appointment of 
Distributor of Stamps for the counties of West- 
moreland and Cumberland. This, with the tardy 
h sure profits of his works, enabled him to 
live in a dignified independence, in the midst of 
those beautiful scenes by which so much of his best 
* had been ins On the death of Southey, 
was nominated to the post of Poet Laureate. 
In this capacity he wrote an ode on. her Majesty's 
visit to Cambridge. Of the late years of the life of 
this honoured poet, whose name is already enshrined 
with those of the most illustrious, there is nothing 
to record. Dying at fourscore years, remarks a 
contemporary, Wordsworth enjoyed the happiness, 
so rarely on to men of the highest order of 
intellect, of contemplating the certainty of his own 
fame, and of seeing reversed by his contemporaries 
those hasty judgments which are usually left to the 
retribution or the contempt of posterity.” 

Tas Rxronx Quvuestion.— The chance of the 
present House of Commons remaining much longer 
as it is, is a very small one. If affairs are allowed 
to progress as they are doing at present, the change, 
when it does come, will certainly be in a democratic 
sense. No counter project of any sort has as yet 
been put forth, and unless some project is devised 
and taken up by the country party, another down- 
ward step will assuredly be taken, the difficulty of 
retrieving which will be almost insuperable.“ — 
Morning Herald, April 23, 1850. 


FOREIGN. 


Ruggiero Settimo, ex- president of the insurgent 
Government of Sicily, now residing in Malta, was 
by the last accounts confined by severe illness, and 
little hope was entertained of his recovery. 


Letters from Messina, of the 12th, state that since 
the ninth, there have been upwards of forty shocks 
of earthquakes, in consequence of which the 
greatest alarm was prevalent, and the business was 
at a complete stand. 

The Empress Dowager of China departed this 
life (Lic., went to roam with spirits) upon the 16th 
day of the 12th moon of the 29th year of Taou- 
kwang (‘he 18th of January). Officers, civil and 
military, were thereupon enjoined to array them- 
selves in white, and perform ceremonies proper for 
such occasions. They were also to affix a blue 
stampt to all public documents, and are not to per- 
mit drums to beat or fifes to play in front of their 
Ya-muns. 


CurisTiAn ANTI-SLAVERY CONVENTION IN THE 
Umitrep Statres.—A convention of Christians of all 
denominations was to be held at Cincinnati on 
Wednesday, the 24th of April, to consider the 
connexion of the American church with the sin of 
slavery, and to adopt such measures as might seem 
best to free the church from that guilt. The circular 

ing the meeting was signed by twelve ministers 
of eight different denominations. A correspondent 
of the Christian Times says, the names of this com- 
mittee are those of men of much influence in the 
Episcopal, Methodist, Baptist Presbyterian, and 
Congregational churches. 

The widow of Marshal Blucher died on the 16th 
ult., at ber residence on the Pariser Platz, Berlin, 
at an advanced age. 


Tue AvusTRIAN GOVERNMENT has offered a premium 
of 20,000 imperial ducats for the best locomotive 
engine, to run on the line of railway about to be 
carried over the ridge of the Semmering moun- 
tains, from Murzzuchlag, in Syria, to Gloggnitz, in 
Lower Austria. The curves and gradients are 
formidable. 

Tas Exursition or 1851.—A precis of information 
has been received from abroad, by which is ived 
the interest taken by foreign countries in the object 
of the royal commission. Corresponding commissions 
have been formed in France, Russia, Sweden, N or- 
way, Denmark, Central Germany, Prussia, Bavaria, 
Hanover, Saxony, and all the minor states, Switzer- 
land, Holland, gium, Spain, Sardinia, and the 
United States. 


Ann AFTER Sir J. Franxiin.—Despatches 
41 received in New York by Mr. Barclay, her 
Britannic Majesty's Consul, dated from the vicinity 
of Lake Superior, the 16th ultimo, relative to the 
exploration on the north coast of America, con- 
ducted by Dr. Rae and Lieutenant Pullen, of her 
Majesty's ship“ Plover.” From these documents it 
appears, that the Plover’s” boat expedition had 
safely traversed the sea-coast, the mouth of the 
Mackenzie River, and had then joined Dr. Rae. No 
signs of Sir John Franklin's presence on that coast 
had been discovered, and no accounts had been re- 
ceived of him from any source. 


For the remainder of the news of the week see 


: the postscript. ] 


LAW, POLICE, ASSIZE, &c. 


Tun Gonnax Casz.—The judgment of the Court 
of Queen’s Bench on the of the Bishop 
of Exeter to prohibit the Court of Arches in the 
Gorham case, was delivered on Thursday, by Lord 
Chief-Justice Campbell. Lord Campbell remised 
that he should have abstained from giving an 
opinion if the lication were conn with any 
point argued or decided in the Judicial Committee 
of Privy Council; but the applicant himself su 
that the t did not occur to his advisers till after 
the decision ; it was, in fact, as new to Lord Cam 
bell as to his learned brothers beside him. e 
argument of Sir Fitzroy Kelly was, that in all cases 
touching the Queen the only appeal is to the Up 
House of Convocation. Upon the question whe 
the Queen was interested or not in this case, the 
Court needed not to express any opinion ; it thought 
that even in such cases there never was any a 1 
to the Convocation. The first statute quoted in 
argument, relating only to tithes, &. (24th Henry 
VIII., chapter 12), was when Sir Thomas 
More, a rigid Roman Catholic, was Chancellor, and 
when He had not yet broken with the See of 
Rome ; it therefore still allowed the appeal on all 
spiritual matters, and reserved * suits on tem- 
poral matters for decision within the realm. The 
ultimate appeal under that act, where the matter did 
not touch the King, went no further than the Arch- 
bishop, whose decision was to be final; where 
the matter did touch the King, the appeal went to 
the Upper House of Convocation, whose decision 
was to be final. Next year, when Henry found no 
chance of succeeding with his divorce suit, he broke 
with the Pope altogether, and resolved to vest wer | 
in himself the jurisdiction which the Pope had ti 
that time retained. Sir Thomas More was succeeded 
by the pliant Lord Audley; and several statutes 
were passed by Parliament to c out the King’s 
aims, The first of these was the statute cited 
secondly in Sir Fitzroy Kelly’s argument, (the 26th 
Henry VIII. chapter 19); and it enacts that, in all 
manner of ap of what nature soever [temporal 
or spiritual], the manner and form of appealing esta- 
blished by the former act should be observed,—that 
is to say, to the archdeacon, bishop, and archbishop, 
in succession. No exception is made where the 
King is touched; the enactment extends to all cases. 
The section following that which Sir Fitzroy Kelly 
quoted, creates a new court of appeal ſor all causes 
in the ecclesiastical courts.“ For lack of justice 
in any of the courts of the archbishops, it shall be 
lawful to the parties aggrieved to appeal to his Ma- 
jesty in the High Court of Chancery; where dele- 
gates are to be appointed. This appeal is given in 
all cases—as well in the spiritual, theretofore taken 
to Rome, as in the temporal, enumerated by the act, 
chapter 12. All manner of appeals hereafter to be 
taken from the jurisdiction of any abbots, priors, 
and places exempt from the ordi „ shall 
be to the King’s Majesty in the urt of 
Chancery, in like manner and form as here- 
tofore to the See of Rome.“ No exception is made 
of suits touching the King; though it was notorious 
that theretofore they went to Rome. Lord Coke 
expressly puts this construction on the statute, in 
the commentary on it in his Fourth Institute. In 
practice this construction has been acted on for three 
centuries, although many suits gave opportunity for 
a contrary construction, both in the Catholic reign 
which immediately succeeded that of Henry the 
Eighth, and in the religiously contentious reigns 
which followed after; and in some of these cases the 
matter of the suit was one which obviously touched 
the King’s personal interest. The language of the 
statute being clear instead of obscure, there is no 
justification for differing from the construction put 
on it by contemporaneous and long-continued usage. 
If it be true, as suggested, that the Upper House of 
Convocation is a fitter trubunal, the Court cannot 
— — that, or be influenced by any view to public 

icy ; itcan only interpret the law as presen 
in the | e of the law. The Court holds that 
no reason been alleged to invalidate the appeal 
to the Queen in Council, or the sentence delivered ; 
and it refuses to call on Mr. Gorham to show cause 
why the execution of that sentence should not be 
stayed. 

Tue Queen v. Latrwer.—Sir Frederick Thesiger, 
yesterday week, obtained a rule in the Court of 
Queen's Bench, to show cause why a criminal in- 
formation should not be found against the defendant 
for a libel published by him in the Plymouth Journal, 
upon Miss Sellon and the Sisters of Mercy. 


Hastinapen.—The Rev. James Bury resigned his 
pe charge over the Baptist church at Colne, 
cashire, on the 7th of April, and has accepted a 
unanimous invitation from the Baptist church meet- 
ing in Ebenezer ry Bury-road, Haslingden (in 
the same county) to become their future pastor, and 
intends to enter on his labours on the third Sabbath 
of May, 1850. 


Forpincsrivez, Hants.—The Rev. Morgan Wil- 
liams, B.A., late of Homerton College and the 
University of London, has accepted the cordial and 
unanimous invitation of the Independent church at 
Fordingbridge to become their pastor, and entered 
upon labours, under encouraging auspices, on 
Lord’s-day, the 14th ult, 
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